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Spring is the season of new beginnings: fresh 
growth, gently unfurling leaves and the swelling 
of flower buds engender feelings of optimism 
about the gardening year ahead. The sunny yellow 
of daffodils is the perfect herald of spring and 

the historic narcissus orchard at Felley Priory in 
Nottinghamshire is truly exceptional. Head 
gardener Lindsey Ellis continues the garden’s 


development by ensuring she chooses daffodils that 
lend themselves to naturalising and shares her favourites on page 38. This 
issue sees the start of our latest pots of style series. Written and styled by 
Thomas Unterdorfer, head gardener at Rockcliffe, a private garden in the 
Cotswolds, the five-part series (which will continue in the May, July, 
September and November issues), provides a step-by-step guide to creating 
beautifully planted containers. Tracking down easy, trouble-free plants that 
are guaranteed to look good as and when required, will help you improve 
your garden. Nurseryman Tom Attwood, who gardens in the unforgiving 
climate of Cumbria, shares his favourite, fail-safe plants with us on page 58. 
Finally, I wanted to let you know that this month also marks a new beginning 
for me and for Gardens Illustrated. After 15 years on the magazine, ’m 
stepping down as editor, but I'm delighted to be handing over the reins to 
the very talented Lucy Bellamy, who takes over in May. I wish her and the 
team great success and look forward to following the magazine’s continued 
evolution. Hope you enjoy this issue. 


Save money when you subscribe to 
the digital edition — see page 36 


Discover’some of the best dattodils for nabcalicin gS 
othe iil, wat ene i in ANGhinghamhire, page 38) 


inspiration for fabulous container displays = 
>in the first of ofit five-part series, page 46. 
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Plants Places 


26  Plantsman’s favourites Mat Reese chooses 38 Golden glory Grown men have been moved to 
ten plants for March that help say farewell to tears by the beauty of the daffodil orchard at 
winter and give your garden an early boost of Felley Priory, north Nottinghamshire. In spring, 
colour, including violet-blue lungwort, lilac the flowers carpet the long, narrow slope, 
periwinkle and white and gold narcissi giving the impression of a dense sea of gold 

46 Pots of style In the first of a new series, head 52 Liquid asset You don't need a lake to indulge 

; gardener Thomas Unterdorfer shows you how in wild swimming. As this suburban garden 
hae holds cee to create elegant container displays that will fill attached to a modern semi in the Netherlands 2 
pond page 52 your home with the sights and scents of spring proves; even the most modest spaces can be cr 
Tough plants for beautiful 58 Plant profile: plants for fail-safe borders arranged to accommodate a swimming pond ~ 
borders page 58 A strong backbone of easy-to-grow plants is the 68 Fresh and flavoursome Drawing on the legacy e 
Great Dixter Cookbook key to a thriving border that ensures a long of the late Christopher Lloyd, Great Dixter’s new 2 
ed aes ihepettedt season of colour and plenty of space to cookbook gathers together favourite recipes of 3 
glasshouse page 92 experiment, says nurseryman Tom Attwood the current gardener-cook Aaron Bertelsen f 
80 Natural garden structures Whether it's arches, 74 Showing form Fernatix by name, fanatics by : 

COVER IMAGE tunnels, boundaries or supports, this third and nature — from their specialist fern nursery in 
seh pies ti oy final part of our series will inspire you to aim Suffolk, Steven Fletcher and Kerry Robinson | 
Gap Photos high and create some statement pieces indulge their passion for pteridophytes z 
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People 


66 


122 


Who's who We meet Jimi Blake, creator of the 
boldly idiosyncratic Hunting Brook Gardens, 
near Dublin, who finds inspiration while bouncing 
up and down to 1970s club classics 

Passing through nature Michael Wickenden 
died last year during a plant-hunting expedition. 
Frank Ronan reflects on his friend's life 


Design 


87 


92 


97 


Design update Including an arresting 
architectural scheme for saving water in Iran 
Design ideas Today's best glasshouses will 
leave you green with envy. Garden designer and 
writer James Alexander-Sinclair covets the 
grown-up gardener's ultimate accessory 
Design sourcebook Our pick of the best 

small outdoor, café-style tables 


Regulars 


101 


11 


112 
121 


Editor’s letter 

Contributors 

Dig in This month: the American Impressionists 
on film, visiting gardens for charity and details 
of new garden matsterclasses 

Shop front Must-haves for home and garden 
Gardener cook Columnist Jojo Tulloh spreads 
the love by sharing cuttings with her neighbours 
Gardening talent Meet Sam Pagett the new 
intern at the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens 
Subscription offer Save money when you take 
out a subscription to the digital edition 

Books Our pick of new books, including Lives of 
Great Gardeners by Stephen Anderton 

Shop Find your ideal product at the Gardens 
Illustrated online shop 

Crossword and how to buy back issues 

Next issue What's coming up in April 


take out a digital 
subscription to 


see page 36 


EVENTS AND 
OFFERS 


* Don't miss this last 
chance to buy tickets for 
the Gardens Illustrated 
Festival — page 9 

* Book your place on the 
Great Dixter reader day 
with gardener-cook Aaron 
Bertelsen — page 11 

* Join us on our trips to 
Denmark — page 13 - 
and Wiltshire — 
to discover sor 


garden gems 
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An amazing experience from start to finish. 
Majestic Trees are a fantastic company to deal with. 
Planting team were so efficient. Would highly recommend. 
Hannah Leonardi 


Experience the 
Majestic difference... 


‘AirPot" grown oe sy: stem. 


¢ Over 7000 semi-mature trees at our nursery, 
from 12’ to 45’ tall, plus 2 km of instant hedging 


¢ A friendly, personal service from cid Neder 
horticulturists - not a ‘self serve’ on-line shop 
e ‘AirPot’ grown trees establish faster and have 
a superior fibrous root system 
¢ Complete Planting Service, Establishment 
Warranty and AfterCare 
¢ Nationwide Delivery that goes beyond the kerb 


majestic 


01582 843881 


Www.majestictrees.co.uk 


Chequers Hill, Flamstead, 
Nr St.Albans, Herts, AL3 8ET 
Tel: 01582 843881 Fax: 01582 843882 hd 


e-mail: info@majesticgroup.co.uk PINAMENTA 


THOMAS 
UNTERDORFER 


Thomas is head gardener at 
Rockcliffe, Gloucestershire. 
Having trained in Vienna and at 
Kew, he has worked in many 
= private gardens. On page 46 he 
e begins a new series on container 
planting (and you can see some 
of his handiwork on page 81). 


“I love combining plants in containers to create schemes that fit 
their individual characters and enhance the space they are in.” 


MODESTE HERWIG 
Modeste is a garden designer 
and photographer who started 
taking pictures at the age of 15. 
She worked in her father's 
garden for eight years, and 

has produced 40 books and 
countless articles on gardening. 
She turns her lens on Raoul 
Hagenbeek's garden on page 52. 


“Raoul and | have similar taste. | love his use of robust materials 
and strong lines with detailed planting and multi-stemmed trees.” 


AARON BERTELSEN 


£ Originally from New Zealand, 
= Aaron trained at Kew and 
= worked at the Jerusalem 
= Botanical Gardens. He joined 
= Great Dixter in 1996 as a student 
é and became the vegetable 
» gardener and cook in 2007. Read 
= anextract from The Great Dixter 


~ Cookbook on page 68. 


“It's been an honour to celebrate Great Dixter's tradition of 
growing and cooking seasonal produce through this new book.” 


TOM ATTWOOD 


Tom trained at Kew before 
gardening in the north of 
England where he grows hardy 
perennials with his wife Abi. His 
nursery garden is a space to 
celebrate a lifestyle fuelled by a 
healthy addiction to plants. On 
page 58 he profiles the best 
hardy plants for great borders. 


we 


“I'm in awe of so many hardy plants and relish every 
opportunity to use with them in my work.” 
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HORTICULTURAL —“Sinceisss 


MADE TO MEASURE & BESPOKE 
DESIGN SERVICES AVAILABLE 


FRUIT CAGES + RAISED BEDS & PLANTERS 
ARCHES * PERGOLAS * OBELISKS & SUPPORTS 
GREENHOUSES & EQUIPMENT * WATERING 
NETTING & PROTECTION * COMPOSTING 
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VISIT www.harrodhorticultural.com 


QUOTE 
SVADGL2 


“The water is amazing, it’s like 
swimming in silk. We had a couple 
of dragonflies buzzing past us... you 


definitely feel you’re one with nature. 


There were lots of things we wanted 
to do to the house but this was the 
one thing that we felt everybody 
benefited from. Having the pond has 
made a big difference to the way we 
use the garden. We all love it.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 105 Screenworks, 

22 Highbury Grove, 
london N5 2EF 
20171833830 


www.gartenart.co.uk 
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25-26March 2017 “Oe 
Westonbirt School, Tetbury 


¢ Enjoy live talks from some of the biggest names in gardening, 
including Roy Lancaster, Alys Fowler and Cleve West 
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¢ Visit our shopping marquee, with free entry to all, featuring more 
than 40 plant and gardening exhibitors 


2015 FESTIVAL IMA 


* Book a free session at our plant and design clinic for 
one-to-one expert gardening advice 


WESTONBIRT SCHOOL. 


¥%  +=‘Toclaim your 10% discount and find out more visit % 
~ 


ae .. gardensfestival.com ms s 
Xj or call 0871 230 7156" ~., 


*Offer valid on all remaining tickets ordered before midnight on 20 March 2017. To e the discount quote code LM10 when prompted. 
‘Calls cost 13p per minute plus network extras. Lines open 24 hours a day. : 2 y 
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5 June 2017 


reader event 


The Great Dixter Cookbook 


Plot to plate in the kitchen garden 


Join Aaron Bertelsen, Great Dixter’s gardener-cook to discover the secrets 
of a successful plot that provides ample ingredients for the kitchen 


THE SPEAKER 

Aaron Bertelsen grew up 
in New Zealand, where he 
helped his grandfather to 
grow vegetables. He went 
on to train at Kew and 
now works as Great 
Dixter’s kitchen gardener 
and cook. 


Back in 2001, the late Christopher Lloyd — gardener, writer and owner 
of Great Dixter — published Gardener Cook bringing together his two 
passions and revealing his commitment to using simple ingredients 
and fresh, seasonal produce. Now, Aaron Bertelsen, Great Dixter’s 
current gardener-cook has collated a selection of recipes and growing 
advice in a new book The Great Dixter Cookbook (published by 
Phaidon) that brings the Dixter tradition of flavourful, fresh food 

to the fore once again (see our book extract on page 68). 

To celebrate the book’s publication, we invite readers to join Aaron 
for a reader day at Great Dixter to learn more about creating and 
maintaining a plot full of seasonal fruit and veg. There will be tips on 
cultivar choice and cultivation through the year along with ideas on 
how to create delicious meals using your fresh produce. Plus Aaron 
will serve you a home-cooked lunch. You'll also have the opportunity 
to tour the gardens and buy plants from the nursery at a 10 per cent 
discount. The Great Dixter Cookbook will also be available for sale. 


Tickets cost £85 


To book call 0871 230 7156! 


or go to gardensillustrated.com/events 


Tickets and directions will be sent out prior to the event. Places are limited so booking is essential. Please advise us of any 
dietary requirements or accessibility queries when booking. ‘Calls to this number from a BT landline will cost 13p per minute 
plus network extras. Calls from mobiles and other providers may vary. Overseas readers should call +44 115 896 0368. 


Booking details 
Date Monday 5 June 2017 


Held at Great Dixter, 
Northiam, Rye, East 
Sussex TN316PH 


Programme 

10am Arrival and coffee 
10.30am Talk with Aaron 
Bertelsen on the kitchen 
garden and growing for 
seasonal recipes 
12.30pm Lunch in the 
Great Hall featuring 
recipes from the book 
2pm Guided tour of 
Great Dixter gardens 
3pm Tea in the Plant 
Nursery with 10% 
discount on plants 


Gardens Illustrated reserves the 
right to change any element of 
any event due to circumstances 
beyond its reasonable control. 
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Darcey Bussell (Ausdecorum) 


Enjoy beautiful, fragrant blooms this summer 


By planting David Austin’s English Roses over the next few weeks, you'll be 
giving them plenty of time to establish in the garden before they burst into 
flower this summer With their many petalled scented blooms, large array of 
colours and natural shrubby growth, they will complement both traditional 
and contemporary gardens. 


We're offering readers of Gardens Illustrated 10% OFF every time 
you order with us before 30" April 2017, quoting code GT37 


DAVID AUSTIN® Visit: www.davidaustinroses.com | Call: 01902 376300 


reader holiday 


Made in Denmark 


Explore some of Denmark's diverse garden gems on our 
exclusive four-day tour of Copenhagen and Zealand 


We begin our tour in the oasis of the 
King’s Garden in Copenhagen, next to the 
plant-rich landscape and curvaceous 
glasshouses of the Botanical Garden. We 
then stroll through the baroque park at 
the royal palace, with its Prince Consort 
kitchen garden and Queen of Denmark 
orangery. Next is Exillion, Peter Wibroe’s 
Copenhagen house, with its formal garden 
and Moorish hideaways. OsterGro’s 
roof-top community garden is a calming 
refuge after a visit to Tivoli, where a series 
of unlikely gardens have been created in 


TOUR LEADER 
David Wheeler is 
editor of the gardening 
journal Hortus. In 2009 
he was awarded the 
Veitch Memorial Medal 
from the RHS. David 


will be joined by > 
Miiscape architect the world’s oldest amusement park. A 
Greg Kobett. trip to the romantic Petersgaard Manor 


includes dinner in the 1870s conservatory. 
Finally, we visit Hans Sattrup and Keld Nielsen’s farmland garden 
on the island of Mon, Marianne Follings’ perennial garden, 
Gudmund Brandt’s medicinal garden, and a chilli and herb 
nursery for a farewell lunch. 


Price £2,998 per person, based on two people sharing 
(asingle supplement of £300 will be levied by the hotels). 
The price includes: two nights’ bed and breakfast at the 4-star 
Copenhagen Admiral Hotel, a stylish waterfront hotel where 
all rooms will have a harbour view, and two nights’ bed and 
breakfast at the 4-star Hotel Frederiksminde, a luxury hotel 
inastately 1890 manor house just a step from the beach; 
four evening meals with wine; three lunches; and return flights 
from London Heathrow. 
For more information or to book please contact 
Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, Rhiw, Llanbedr, 
Gwynedd LL45 2NT, UK. Tel +44 (0)1341 241717. 
Email mail@boxwoodtours.co.uk 
Website boxwoodtours.co.uk 
This tour has been arranged exclusively for readers of 
Gardens Illustrated by Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden 
Holidays, a specialist garden tour company set up in 
1990 by Sue and Brian Macdonald, Kew-trained, 
professional gardeners. 
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KIRKER GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


FOR DISCERNING TRAVELLERS 


Kirker Holidays provide a range of carefully crafted escorted holidays, with fascinating itineraries designed for those with an 
interest in gardens, history, art, archaeology, architecture and music. Groups typically consist of 12-22 like-minded travellers, 
in the company of an expert Tour Lecturer. 


We also arrange tailor-made short break holidays to classic cities and relaxing countryside destinations throughout Europe 
and beyond. The Kirker Concierge is on hand to help arrange garden visits with an expert local guide as well as to book 
opera, concert or gallery tickets and reserve a table at a recommended restaurant. 


GARDENS OF THE RIVIERA 


FIVE NIGHT HOLIDAYS | 9 APRIL & 1 OCTOBER 2017 


There are many great gardens dotted along the Céte d’Azur between 
St-Jean-Cap-Ferrat and the border with Italy. Along with famous artists, 
gardeners were drawn to the Riviera by both its climate and its beauty. 


Based at the 4* Hétel Napoléon in Menton, we visit the Villa Ephrussi 
de Rothschild in St-Jean-Cap-Ferrat, as famous for its art collection as 
for the nine beautiful gardens, and the Villa Kerylos, a stylish recreation 
of a classical villa. In Menton, we visit the Val Rahmeh garden, as well as 
Lawrence Johnston’s garden, Serre de la Madonne and in Monaco we see 
the principality’s collection of succulents at the Jardin Exotique. Across 
the border in Italy we visit the famous Hanbury garden at La Mortola 
and Ursula Piacenza’s private garden, the Villa Piacenza Boccanegra. 


Price from £1,556 for 
five nights including 
flights, accommodation 
with breakfast, one lunch, 
three dinners, all sightseeing, 
entrance fees and gratuities 
and the services of the 
Kirker Tour Leader. 


THE BUXTON OPERA FESTIVAL 
FOUR NIGHT HOLIDAYS | 6 JULY & 17 JULY 2017 


Buxton Festival offers a varied and imaginative selection of operatic rarities. 
The line-up for 2017 includes Lucio Silla by Mozart, Albert Herring by 
Britten and Macbeth by Verdi. 


The Buxton Opera Festival is a firm favourite in the calendar of all opera 
lovers. Performances are in Frank Matcham’s exquisite 1903 opera house, 
located in the heart of this delightful spa town in the Peak District. We 
stay at The Old Hall hotel directly opposite the opera house. A day will 
be spent at Renishaw where we shall visit the house and explore the 
Italian gardens which were awarded the Historic Houses Association/ 

> ; Christie’s Garden of the Year award in 
2015. Our second excursion will be 
to Hardwick Hall, the most glorious 
Elizabethan house of them all. 


Price from £1,139 per person for four 
nights including accommodation with 
breakfast and dinner, tickets for three 
operas, ticket for one chamber concert 
or song recital, all sightseeing, entrance 
fees and gratuities and the services of 

the Kirker Tour Leader. 


Speak to an expert or request a brochure: 


O20 7593 2284 cm cosecsi 


www.kirkerholidays.com 


GARDENS, TEMPLES & CITIES OF JAPAN 
TWELVE NIGHT HOLIDAYS | 7 MAY & 22 OCTOBER 2017 


The cultural life of Japan remains a mystery to many visitors from the west, 
but during our tour we shall discover its secrets as we visit not just the great 
cities but the countryside too. 


‘We shall start our holiday in Tokyo, where we will explore the Ginza 
district and several historic palaces, shrines and temples. There will also 
be a day trip via Mt Fuji to Hakone and the beautiful Lake Ashi. We 

will visit the memorials at Hiroshima, before spending four nights in 
Japan’s ancient capital, Kyoto. From here we shall see some of the most 
iconic Japanese temples, shrines and immaculate Zen gardens - highlights 
include the ‘shrine-island’ of Miyajima, Nijo Castle and the magnificent 
Toda-ji Temple at Nara. The final part of the holiday, based in Takayama, 
takes in some of the most picturesque rural areas of Japan including 
mountain villages, local markets and traditional artisans’ workshops. 


Price from £5,625 per person for 
twelve nights including flights, transfers, 
accommodation with breakfast, one lunch, 
four dinners, all sightseeing, entrance fees 

and gratuities and the services of the Kirker 
Tour Lecturer. 


VENICE & THE PALLADIAN VILLAS 
OF THE VENETO 
SIX NIGHT HOLIDAYS | 15 MAY & 4 SEPTEMBER 2017 


Our new tour combines visits to the great galleries, museums and churches of 
Venice with a discovery of lesser-known places which ave off the beaten track 
including secret gardens not generally open to the public. 


Our tour is based at the 4* Monaco & Grand Canal hotel, located on 
the Grand Canal, just steps from St. Mark’s Square. From here we shall 
explore the lagoon by boat which will help us to understand the link 
between the Venice everyone knows and the small islands such as Torcello 
and Burano. A day in the Veneto countryside will introduce us to the 
genius of Andrea Palladio and to the wealthy 
Venetians who employed him to build 
the villas for which he is renowned. 


Price from £2,669 per person for 
six nights including flights, transfers, 
accommodation with breakfast, two 
lunches, two dinners, all sightseeing, 
entrance fees and gratuities and the 
services of the Kirker Tour Lecturer. 


FOR DISCERNING TRAVELLERS 


CK PHOTO 


RACHEL WARNE; ANTHONY 


Ilford Manor. 


18-21 September 2017 


Gardens of Wiltshire 


Discover a selection of English country gardens, including a 
day spent with designer Tania Compton, with exclusive 
access to some of the county's finest private gardens 


The southern English county of Wiltshire 
contains many World Heritage Sites 
including Stonehenge, Avebury and 
Salisbury Cathedral. Almost half the county 
is designated as an area of outstanding 
natural beauty, so it is not surprising to 
find a collection of outstanding gardens. 
Our trip includes visits to The Courts, 
a country garden of perfect harmony with 
lots of late-summer interest. There’s also 


_ the iconic Italianate garden at Iford Manor, 


THE NAT ONAL TRUST PHOTOL 


designed by Harold Peto. Nestled on the 


= hillside overlooking the river Frome, this is 
~~ an exceptional garden and one that invites 
<= lingering. At Bowood House, we have an 


invitation to view Lord and Lady 
Lansdowne’s private walled garden with its 


‘~ formal borders and productive kitchen 
=> garden. There’s also Cantax House, Ridleys 
© Cheer and an inspiring visit to renowned 


plantswoman, Derry Watkins’ garden and 
nursery Special Plants. 

Particular highlights, though, come 
when we are joined by Tania Compton, 
garden designer and author of the recently 
published The Private Gardens of England. 
Together we visit two gardens designed by 
Tania: Fonthill House, the home of Lord 
and Lady Margadale, and Spilsbury Farm 
where Tania lives with her husband the 
botanist Dr James Compton. Then it’s 
on to Moor Hatches, a contemporary family 
garden designed by Tom Stuart-Smith. Such 
access is a rare treat. 

We are accommodated for three nights 
at The Manor House hotel, set in the heart 
of Castle Combe — frequently referred to as 
the prettiest village in England — this is a 
stylish, comfortable hotel offering fine 
food and a peaceful ambience. 


TO BOOK 
ONLINE boxwoodtours.co.uk 


OR CALL +44 (0)1341 241717 


reader holiday 
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TOUR LEADERS 

Tania Compton's garden design 
career began at The English 
Gardening School. She is a 
trustee of the Garden Museum 
anda writer. Her latest book is 
The Private Gardens of England. 
Dr Sophie Piebenga 

trained as a gardener at the 
National Trust and Kew. She 
then followed an interest in 

the conservation of historic 
landscapes and gardens, which 
included studying for a doctorate. 


Booking details 


Price £1,998 per person, based on two 
people sharing (a single supplement of 
£220 will be levied by the hotel). The 
price includes: three nights bed and 
breakfast at The Manor House, Castle 
Combe; two evening meals with wines at 
the hotel and one at an excellent local inn; 
plus four lunches and transport from 
Chippenham Railway Station. The price 
does not include extras at the hotel, or 
travel insurance. 

For more information or to book 

please contact 

Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, 
Rhiw, Llanbedr, Gwynedd LL45 2NT 

Tel +44 (0)1341 241717 

Email mail@boxwood.co.uk 

Website boxwoodtours.co.uk 

This tour has been arranged exclusively 
for readers of Gardens Illustrated by 
Boxwood Tours, Quality Garden Holidays, 
a specialist garden tour company set up in 
1990 by Sue and Brian Macdonald, 
Kew-trained, professional gardeners. 


Gardens Illustrated reserves the right to 
change any element of any event due to 
circumstances beyond its reasonable control. 
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WESTMINSTER ABBEY 
ASSOCIATION 


GIVE THE GIFT 
OF MEMBERSHIP 


The perfect Mother's day gift 


To purchase membership and gift membership, please visit westminster-abbey.org/association 


For more information, email association@westminster-abbey.org or telephone 020 7654 4843 


Thank you for supporting Westminster Abbey 


What's happening, where to go, what's in flower and what to buy this month 


NEWS COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 


"among the gardens opening this 
year for the NGS, on 18 March. 


GARDENS TO VISIT 


For a good cause 


The 2017 edition of National Gardens Scheme's 
Garden Visitor's Handbook (£12.99), is out now. It’s 
the must-have annual guide to the thousands of 
gardens that open through the NGS for charity in 


six years from a field of brambles. More 
than 80 of the 500 gardens featured 

have also been recognised for their historic 
horticultural significance, and will be part of 
England and Wales. Also out this month is its sister 
publication the 2017 Scotland's Gardens guide (£5). 
Available from scotlandsgardens.org and all major 
bookshops, the new edition features 70 new gardens, 
including Carey House in Abernethy, transformed in just 


the Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology 
organised by VisitScotland for 2017. 
* Readers can buy the NGS Garden Visitor's 
Handbook 2017 for £9. Go to ngs.org.uk and 
enter GIGTV17 when prompted. 
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NATURALLY BEAUTIFUL 


TRANSFORM YOUR GARDEN WITH RAISED BEDS, PLANTERS, PONDS & RETAINING WALLS. 


WoodBlocxX award-winning raised 
beds, gives you the ability to choose 
any shape or size raised bed designed 
exclusively to suit your garden. 
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Designed for you 


Made in Britain from organic, sustainably sourced timber. Create beautiful, strong and long lasting 
planters for your garden; in any shape or size from our lightweight and easy to assemble Blocx. 


Spring stock available now 
www.woodblocx.co.uk - 0800 389 1420 


dig in news 


NEW DOCUMENTARY 
Gardens as art 


The Artist's Garden: American 
Impressionism and the 
Garden Movement was one of 
last year’s sell-out exhibitions 
at the Pennsylvania Academy 
of the Fine Arts. Nowa 
documentary of the 
exhibition is being released in 
cinemas throughout the UK 
bringing the collection of 
paintings to a much wider 
audience. Narrated by Gillian 
Anderson, the film explores 
American Impressionism 
and the growth of gardens 

in the USA in the years 
between 1887 and 1920, 

and looks at the work of 
artists, such as Philip Leslie 
Hale, whose 1909 painting 
Crimson Rambler is shown 
right. On nationwide 

release from 21 March. 
exhibitiononscreen.com 


DAHLIA COLLECTIONS 


The beauty of 
Burlesca 


If you're looking to plant dahlias 
in the garden this year, you'll 
need to pot up your tubers now. 
Sarah Raven has an extensive 
range, including one new to her 
selection, Dahlia ‘Burlesca’ 
(left). Growing to a height of 
80cm, its coral-like appearance 
and colour would suit a place in 
the middle of a border, in full sun 
and moist, well-drained soil. Pot 
up and keep in alight, frost-free 
place. You can buy one tuber for 
£4.50 or three for £10.50. 
sarahraven.com 


SYLVANIA ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS, PHILIPLESLIE HALE 
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ANTIQUES FOR INSIDE AND OUT eri 
Finding the perfect antique pieces for your garden can be alll alllMinesrail li 


tricky. But Londoners have a new treasure trove to explore iil y 
in the form of Lorfords. Well known for its showroom in Saat t 
the Cotswold town of Tetbury, Lorfords’ new London shop es ae 05. 24 


<P > 
is filled with beautiful pieces and in April it unveils its <2 ox SH 
secluded garden, brimming with antique and N 
mid-century delights. lorfordsantiques.com 


ONATHAN BUCKLEY. C 
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dig in news 


Courseleaders Noél Kingsbury and Annie 
Guilfoyle (below) will be offering hands-on 
practical advice on one-day masterclasses. 


e> 


GARDEN MASTERCLASSES 
Grow your skills 
Garden designer Annie Guilfoyle 
and plantsman Noél Kingsbury 
have teamed up to offer a series 
of one-day masterclasses in 
garden design and planting. Run 
in association with Gardens 
Illustrated, and held at different 
locations around the country, 
the workshops are a chance 

to meet other passionate 
gardeners, while learning in 
small groups. For information 
see gardenmasterclass.org 


A LITTLE HELP FROM THE WORMS 
Organic, peat-free brand New Horizon has 
added a new ingredient of worm cast compost 
to the original blend of bark, coir and wood in 
its compost multi-purpose garden fertiliser. 
Naturally occurring microbes —~_—_c_10«_ 
and trace elements found in =f" 
worm cast should help 
encourage even more vigorous 
plant growth. £4.99 for 

20 litres. gardenhealth.com 


READER OFFER 
Festival final call 


It’s your last chance to buy 
tickets to this year’s Gardens 
Illustrated Festival, on 25 and 

26 March. Make the most of our 
reader offer and enjoy 10 per 
cent off all remaining tickets. 
Use code LM10 when prompted. 
Call 0871 230 7156 or visit 
gardensfestival.com 
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“Visit Places of the Mindatthe = 
. Ea 


British Museum thigmonth. — 


Places of the Mind: British 
Watercolour Landscapes 
1850-1950 celebrates the 
work of British landscape 
artists, showcasing 125 
works by the likes of Edward 
Burne-Jones and Paul Nash. 
23 February — 27 August, 
10am-5.30pm. Free entry. 
British Museum, Great 
Russell Street, London WC1B 
2DG. Tel 020 7323 8181, 
britishmuseum.org 

Visit the complete collection 
of all known hellebore 
species at this National 
Collection holder. 5 March, 
10am-3pm. Hazles Cross 
Farm, Hollins Lane, Kingsley, 
Staffordshire ST10 2EP. 

Tel 01538 752669, 
hazlescrossfarm 
nursery.co.uk 

Learn how to make the most 
of your greenhouse with this 
half-day course at Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden. 
11 March, 10am-lpm. £35. 

1 Brookside, Cambridge CB2 
VE. Tel 01223 336265, 
botanic.cam.ac.uk 


A half-day course offering 
advice on natural pest 
control and creating garden 


habitats. 16 March, 9.30am- 
1pm. £30. Ryton Organic 
Gardens, Wolston Lane, 
Warwickshire CV8 3LG. 

Tel 024 7630 3517, 
gardenorganic.org.uk 

Learn about the hybrid 
magnolias developed at 
Caerhays Castle and enjoy 
a guided tour of the garden. 
17 March. 9.30am-1pm. £20. 
Caerhays Estate, Gorran, 

St Austell, Cornwall PL26 
6LY. Tel 01872 501310, 
caerhays.co.uk 

This new exhibition explores 
our fascination with indoor 
gardening, from ferns in the 
19th century to succulents 
in the 1960s. 17 March — 19 
May, 10am-5pm. RHS Lindley 
Library, 80 Vincent Square, 
London SWI1P 2PE. Tel 020 
3176 5800, rhs.org.uk 


Georgie Newbury, of 
Common Farm Flowers, helps 
you plan your own cutting 
garden. Includes lunch and 
posy-making workshop. 21 
March, llam-4.30pm. £135. 
Petersham Nurseries, 

Surrey TW10 7AB. 

Tel 020 8940 5230, 
petershamnurseries.com 


© THE TRUSTEES OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM 


ISCAPE, C1910, WATERCOLOUR OVER GRAPH TE, 304 X 455 MM. ¢ 
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Pedigree 


By Bulldog 1780 


FEATHER WEIGHT 
Light & Strong 
Stainless steel 


FSC CERTIFIED 
Sustainable Ash timber 
shafts selected for 
Quality & strength 


LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE 
— 2 — 


LIFETIME 
GUARANTEE 


Buy quality, Buy once 


EASY CLEAN 
Easy to wipe clean 
to keep your tools looking 
their best always 


Available from crocus.co.uk, waitrosegarden.com and leading retailers. 


Tel: 01279 401570 e info@pedigreegarden.co.uk 
. www.pedigreegarden.co.uk Available from 


r de YOCUS Waitrose Garden 
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roy.ac/artsales 


Royal Academy of Arts 


Art Sales = 


Leading 
contemporary 
artists 


The Royal Academy presents limited editions and unique 
works for sale by leading contemporary artists including 
Gary Hume RA, Tracey Emin RA, Grayson Perry RA, 
Barbara Rae RA, Cornelia Parker RA and more. 


Proceeds from sales ensure that the Royal Academy's work 
to support and encourage the arts continues to flourish. 


alia td Le thatere ein edt int on paper, 79.5 x ne See sheen ana pres Wnt te Cube and the artist; 
Grey Leaves, 2004. Screen print, 71 x 59 cm. Edition of 250. £2,000. Cor wurtesy Cour 


Shop front 


Banish those winter blues with some colour therapy 


COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 


Eucalyptus Kneelo, 


£14.99, 0114 233 8262, 
burgonandball.com 


SSS 
Chuiiky Baker's Twine 


sin original daffodil, ~ 


Pes Oi20F ona 
beautiful-bakers-twin 


7 118.50, 0800 699 0484. 
uicasa.co.uk 


’ 
Peay 


London Undercover Classic 
Yellow & Oxford Stripe Umbrella, 
£75, 0844848 4000, 
conranshop.co.uk 


/ 
/ Traditional Norfolk Slop, 
” £72, 01328 820699, 
carriercompany.co.uk 
—SESESE=——— 
*EYLAND « WHITTE 
Olive & Fig Handwash, vine wane-waee 


£14.50, 01293 525825, SL 


heylandandwhittle.co.uk 


Brie Harrison Trowel 
Snips & Label Set, 
£19.99, 0114 233 8262, 
burgonandball.com 


Reclaimed Wood Stool, 


Metal Watering Can in blue, £65, 020 3394 0060, 
£50, 020 8099 7443, inescole.com 
outthereinteriors.com 


+ Turn over for more products [> 
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WNW. Dee Hardwicke 
—S Measuring Spoons, 


iti 


I '\Z £10, 0300 123 2025, 
shop.nationaltrust.org.uk Klean 


kanteen 


Bongo Bamboo Wood Bluetooth Speaker, Cape Town, 
$139, otisandeleanor.com 


Kleen Kanteen Vacuum 
Insulated Wide Flask (592ml), 
£30, 07813 879179, 
outdoorpeople.org.uk 


Seed Storage Box in olive green, 
£8.99, 01344 578000, crocus.co.uk 


” 
Large vase by 
Piet Hein Eek, 
£99.95, 020 7739 1869, 
scp.co.uk 


Rubber Boots, 
£45, +33 (0)1 80 05 15 40, 
aigle.com 


Bowsprit Jacket, 
£110, 01326 640075, 
seasaltcornwall.co.uk 


Garden Sieve, 
£5.49, 020 3657 5230, 
stewart*garden.co.uk 


Green Enamel Frying Pan, 
£37.50, 01865 241705, 
objectsofuse.com 
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Narcissus ‘Bridal Crown’ ’ 
Narcissus Bridal Crowy has nicely formed, creamy-white, double flowers with 


Support is beneficial as the plants may become leggy. This 
in the garden in a sheltered, south-facing position where thes 
bake the bulbs, although the flowers may spoil in heavy showers. A 


Mat Reese 

is head gardener at 
Malverleys, a private 
garden in Hampshire. 


Ypsilandra thibetica 

The rather musically named Ypsilandra 
thibetica is an evergreen woodlander that 
is native to the eastern Himalayas. This 
herbaceous perennial forms neat clumps 
of lanceolate, basal leaves that produce 
small spikes of scented, spidery, white 
flowers (ageing to pink). The smart foliage 
maintains its ornamental value for the 


© summer and looks particularly good 


a 


5 


3 


the Roi 


paired with feathery ferns. Y. thibetica is 
still relatively rare in cultivation, despite 
the fact that it has been on the scene for 
about 20 years. 


Height 30-40cm. Spread 30cm. 


© Origin Tibet, China. 
~ Conditions. Moist, free-draining, 


O 
<= 


a 


humus-rich soil; some shade. 
Hardiness RHS H7. 


= Season Spring into summer. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


March plants 


Bid farewell to winter with plants to give your garden an early boost of 
colour and get those borders into shape for the growing Season 


WORDS MAT REESE PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


Vinca difformis ‘Ruby Baker’ 
This useful and lovely periwinkle makes 
healthy ground cover that can cope with 
both shade and dry soil. A thick, lustrous 
carpet of dark-green foliage smothers 
weeds and produces lilac-white, propeller- 
shaped flowers through the darker winter 
months. Flowers are produced from 
young shoots. It resents cold north- 
easterlies and is happiest beneath a tree 
canopy. I have it planted in an evergreen 
woodland, where it flows through ferns 
and around trees and has been making 
steady progress over the past four years. 


Height 40cm. Spread Ongoing (slowly). 
Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Shelter and shade; 

can take drought. 

Hardiness RHS H4. 

Season Winter into spring. 


Pulmonaria ‘Blue Ensign’ 
Pulmonaria ‘Blue Ensigr’ is one of the 
best lungworts, producing mounds of 
smart, spring-green leaves topped with 
sprigs of rich, violet-blue flowers. It 
thrives in shady conditions and performs 
at a time of year when there is a dearth of 
colourful options. Use it under the skirt 
of a deciduous shrub or in swathes 
between summer-growing perennials. It 
will be quite happy under the summer 
canopy, and although it may look tired by 
this time of year, it will reappear in spring 
with gusto. AGM. 


Height 10-30cm. Spread 40cm. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Most good garden soils; can 
take dry summer shade once established. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

Season Spring. 
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Narcissus ‘Cragford’ 

Narcissus ‘Cragford’ dates back to the 
1930s and is grouped within the Tazetta 
division of daffodils. The star-shaped, 
white flowers are composed of six 


crinkled, slightly cupped petals 
surrounding a shallow, orange corona 
with a green eye. ‘Cragford’ has a sweet 
scent that may become cloying when 
placed in a confined space, so is perhaps 
best positioned in a hall or porch where it 
will not be too overwhelming. Plant the 
bulbs in pots in autumn, then place in a 
cold frame. Move into a warm place to 
force into flower from February onwards. 


Height 40cm. 

Origin Garden origin. 
Conditions Good soil in full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 5a-9a. 
Season Spring. 


Hedera colchica Dendroides' 
Although not hugely rare, this is the sort 
of frank plant that may not stand out at 
a nursery. Its true value is not always 
immediately apparent, however, I think 
this non-climbing ivy is one of the 


smartest evergreen shrubs for the garden. 


It is drenched from head to toe in a thick 
coating of large, dark-green, lustrous 
leaves and provides good contrast to 


more flamboyant members of the garden. 


Typically, ivy flowers are produced in 
early autumn and the berries persist 
through the winter. The plant has 
excellent foliage for cutting. 


Height 1.8m. Spread 1.8m. 

Origin Caucasus, northern Iran. 
Conditions Any soil; sun to partial shade. 
Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 
Season All year. 


Ribes sanguineum 

‘Porky's Pink’ 

All too often, if a garden plant is considered 
common or easy to grow, it is unfairly 
disregarded. This frequently happens with 
a wonderful tribe of flowering currants, of 
which I consider this to be one of the 
prettiest. The small flowers, held in 
pendent, icy-pink racemes, are produced 
from copper-coloured twigs on an open, 
airy frame. The young, sparse foliage allows 
light to reach every single flower and looks 
especially beautiful in the ebbing spring 
sunshine. Prune after flowering if you feel 
the need to do so. 


Height 2.5m. Spread 2.5m. 

Origin Western North America. 
Conditions Any soil; sun to partial shade. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-8a. 
Season Late winter into early spring. 


Part of Great Windsor Park, 
The Savill Garden has one 
of the finest collections of 

spring bulbs in the country. 


Surrey TW20 QUU. 
Tel 01753 860222, 
windsorgreatpark.co.uk 

In Cornwall, gardens will 


Places 
to visit 


Recommended places In March, the dwarf Geliodils already be in full Soules. 
form great swathes in the Caerhays Castle is 

to see seasonal plants meadows. Magnolias and particularly good in March, 

at their best. other rare shrubs will also be with magnolias, camellias 


and rhododendrons 
(including some of the 
special fragrant varieties). 
Also on the estate is 
Burncoose Nurseries, a 
wonderful source of rare 


starting to flower, and will 
continue through the spring, 
with outstanding displays 

of erythroniums in April. 
The Savill Garden, Wick 
Lane, Englefield Green, 
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Tulipa “The First’ 


The Kaufmanniana tulips are the earliest 
in flower and put on a wonderful show. In 
the early spring sunshine, the petals open 
so wide that the flowers appear to be 
almost flat, which explains its common 
name, the waterlily tulip. When planted 
en masse, they make a sumptuous sheet of 
interlinking petals that is so dense the soil 
is obscured. We plant the bulbs through 
thyme and sedum towards the front of the 
border in stony soil that gets baked during 
the summer months. Tulipa “The First’ is 
striped cream and red outside, and is 
cream with a yellow centre. 


Height 25cm. Spread 10cm. 

Origin Central Asia. 

Conditions Free-draining soil; sunny site. 
Hardiness RHS H7, USDA 3a-7b. 

Season Spring. 


dig in plantsman’s favourites 


Rhododendron ‘Countess 

of Haddington’ 

Clusters of pretty blushing-pink buds open 
to beautiful white flowers in March, lasting 
for three weeks. The delicate scent is only 
detectable when the anthers are ripe. It is 
best planted in a terracotta pot in 
free-draining, ericaceous compost, and 
should be watered and fed lightly and often 
through the warmer months. Slightly 
tender, it requires the winter protection of 
a cool conservatory in all but the mildest 
parts of the country. Release into a shady 
position in the garden in spring. 


Height 1.5m. Spread 1.5m. 

Origin Garden origin. 

Conditions Provide shelter from easterlies; 
moist, well-drained, acidic soil. 

Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 5b-8b. 

Season Spring. 


Euphorbia mellifera 

The long, narrow foliage of this shrubby 
spurge makes quite a statement in the 
garden, although it still sits comfortably 
within the flower borders. This handsome 
form was grown from seed collected in 
Madeira. Small, understated maroon 
flowers are produced in spring and smell 
of honey. Plants become leggy and untidy 
with age and should be replaced with 
young specimens. Seed-grown plants can 
reach up to two metres in three years. 
Needs a sheltered position. AGM. 


Height 2.5m. Spread 2.5m. 

Origin Madeira and Canary Islands. 
Conditions Sunny, sheltered site with 
free-draining soil. 

Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 8b. 
Season Spring flowering with 
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shrubs and trees. If you're 
visiting while on holiday, you 
can arrange for plants to be 
posted back home so you 
don't have to lug them 
around with you. Caerhays 
Estate, Gorran, St Austell, 
Cornwall PL26 6LY. Tel 01872 
501310, caerhays.co.uk 

If you continue south 
(almost as far as you can 
go), you'll find Trewidden, a 
gem of a garden bathed in 
the warm, humid, maritime 


air where trees do very well. 
Magnolias take on epic 
proportions here and there 
are many ‘champion’ trees, 
often covered in an 
enchanting encumbrance 
of moss and lichens. There 
is also a wonderful tree 
fern dell, one the largest 
plantings of its type in 
Europe. Trewidden, Buryas 
Bridge, Penzance, Cornwall 
TR20 8TT. Tel 01736 363021, 
trewiddengarden.co.uk 


JOHN HUSBAND / ALAMY STOCK PHOTO 


year-round foliage. 


Caerhays Castle. 
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Not far from Trewidden is 
Lower Kenneggy Nurseries. 
It stocks a good range of 
high-quality plants with an 
emphasis on those that 
thrive in a coastal climate, 
as well as the rare and 
unusual. Most of the plants 
are propagated on site. 
Lower Kenneggy Nurseries, 
Rosudgeon, Penzance, 
Cornwall TR20 9AR. 

Tel 01736 762959, 
lowerkenneggynurseries.co.uk 
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Readyhedge is the home of the highest quality instant 
hedging and screening. All our hedging plants are 
irrigated, fed and trimmed regularly in the field or in 
the container, and before despatch all plants are 
inspected and cleared of any imperfections by hand. 


01386 750585 


lindsay@readyhedge.com 
www.readyhedge.com 


READYHEDGE 


EADY-SPACED, READY TO PLANT, READY WHEN YOU ARE. 


gardener cook 


IN THE GARDEN 


This is the month to share the love with your gardening neighbours by 
making cuttings of your very best-flavoured soft fruits and vines 


WORDS JOJO TULLOH |!LLUSTRATIONS SARAH YOUNG 


e growers put a lot of time, money and physical labour 

into our plots. What we take out is usually for our own 

selfish use. Fair enough, you might say, after all that 
effort. But this month, why not take a more altruistic approach? 
Now, while plants are still dormant, is a good time to prune soft- 
fruit bushes and vines. This will give you lots of potential hardwood 
cuttings, each of which could make a whole new plant. Why not 
pass on those plants you think most highly of? I inherited an ancient 
yet highly fruitful vine at the back of my allotment; each year it 
produces a heavy crop of greenish grapes, which I harvest, crush 
and sieve. I then sweeten this juice with sugar (not too much). 
Diluted with fizzy water, it makes a refreshing grape soda. I usually 
cut the vine back at the end of winter, which, by happy coincidence, 
is just the right time to make hardwood cuttings. 

This year I have been saving the prunings for a very specific 
purpose. Beans on Balconies is a project currently running in 
Walthamstow, northeast London. Overseen by arts development 
organisation Artillery, it encourages residents to grow fruit and 
vegetables in small spaces such as balconies or courtyards. Meetings 
are held every two weeks to swap seeds, plants and advice, and 


WHAT TO DO NOW - CHIT POTATOES 


I recently took part in one of their ‘growers’ socials. My contribution: 
a bundle of vine sticks ready to pot up into cuttings. We chatted as 
we snipped the vine cuttings (from healthy growth of the current 
year) into a lengths about 15-20cm long. We tried to use cuttings 
with three or four nodes, and marked the top with a slanting cut 
(to dispel water). We cut across the bottom horizontally and made 
a little nick or wound to encourage growth. To help speed things 
up, I had made some willow tea in advance [issue 230, page 25] into 
which we dipped the ends of the cuttings (willow shoots contain 
indolebutyric acid, a plant hormone that stimulates root growth). 
We put some grit in the bottom of our pots followed by potting 
compost; when planting, we made sure that at least two-thirds of 
each cutting was beneath the soil. If planting outside, prepare a 
trench, dig in some garden compost and firm the cuttings in with 
about 10cm between each cutting and 40cm between trenches. If 
there is a hard frost, you may need to firm the cuttings back in. 
Leave until the following autumn, making sure they do not dry 
out over the summer. After we had washed our hands, we munched 
on dolmas (stuffed vine leaves) made by a local Turkish gardener 
and nibbles of grape glyko [issue 227, page 28]. 


I'm sure it's not common to memorialise 
someone by growing potatoes, but this year 
I'm planting a waxy salad potato in memory of 
a dear friend and wonderful gardener who 
died recently. On my last visit to his garden he 
recommended ‘Anya’ as his favourite potato. 


It's an oval potato with pinkish skin and white 
flesh like a less knobbly ‘Pink Fir Apple’ potato. 
It has a nutty flavour and a waxy texture that 
is a little smoother than ‘Pink Fir Apple’ If you 
haven't already done so, now is the time to 
chit your potatoes. | stand mine rose-end up 


(the end with more dents) in a empty egg tray 
in a light but unheated room and wait for 
them to form sprouts about 5cm before 
planting. ‘Anya’ £5.15 for 2kg from Tuckers 
Seeds (tuckers-countrystores.com), is 
described as the ‘perfect salad potato’ 
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gardener cook 


IN THE KITCHEN 


Cabbages and cauliflowers are the kings of winter vegetables — 
you just have to know how to handle them 


oth cauliflowers, with their creamy curds, and crisp 

Savoy cabbages, with their crinkled leaves, are undeniably 

beautiful. As edibles, the most common approach to 
cooking them (plainly boiled) is often the least rewarding. 
Cauliflower is delicious with a cheese sauce (see below), but it is 
also very good broken into florets and roasted, either tossed in a 
spice mix (1tsp ground coriander, tsp chilli flakes, I1tsp ground 
turmeric and a large pinch of sea salt mixed with 75ml sunflower 
oil), or with 1tbsp freshly chopped rosemary, salt, pepper and 3tbsp 


RECIPES 


Roman cauliflower 

The combination of flavours in this Italian 
recipe is revelatory. Take one cauliflower, 
four cloves of garlic, ground into a paste with 
Yatsp sea salt, Itbsp freshly chopped 
rosemary, Yatsp chilli flakes and six or eight 
tinned anchovy fillets (depending on size). 
Cut the cauliflower into quarters and boil for 
three minutes. Drain. Heat 10OmI of olive oil 
in a pan big enough for the caulifower and 
fry the garlic briefly before adding the chilli 
flakes, chopped anchovy and rosemary. Stir, 
add the quartered cauliflower, baste well, 
then cover and cook for 20 minutes over a 
low heat, stirring and basting two or three 
times. If it catches, add a drop of water. The 
cauliflower should be mashably tender. Eat 
with a squeeze of lemon and lots of bread. 


Stuffed baked cabbage 


Take one hard green cabbage (Savoy works 
best), six free-range pork sausages (about 
500g), one clove of garlic, one small onion, 
ltbsp freshly chopped parsley, a couple of 
fresh sage leaves and one egg. Take the 
tough outer leaves off the cabbage. Push 
open the cabbage and cut out the heart 
(about the size of a walnut), otherwise 
keeping the cabbage whole. Chop the heart 
finely with the onion, garlic and herbs. Skin 
the sausages and mix well with the chopped 
cabbage, herbs, garlic and onion, then mix in 
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the egg and season with salt and pepper. 
Set aside. Meanwhile, boil the cabbage 
whole for three minutes. Using tongs, 
carefully remove the cabbage, plunge it into 
cold water then drain upside down. When 
cool, separate the leaves and, working from 
the centre out, put a spoonful of the 
sausage mixture between each leaf. Pat the 
cabbage into shape. Take a big sheet of 
parchment paper, butter it well, then place 
the cabbage in the centre and tie some 
string around it. Put the cabbage parcel 
into a pot or casserole in which it will sit 
snugly, and place this inside a baking tray 
with water half way up the sides of the dish. 
Bake in the oven at 180°C/350°F/Gas 4 


olive oil. Either way, roast the cauliflower at 180°C/350°F/Gas 4 

for 45 minutes, stirring the florets every 15 minutes. One of the 
simplest and most delicious ways to eat cabbage is as a hot slaw: 
thinly slice an onion, a cabbage and two apples, and fry them in 
1tbsp of oil, starting with the onion. When that starts to brown, 
add the apple and a minute later the cabbage with a splash of 
vinegar, salt and pepper, and 2tbsp water. Cook quickly on a high 
heat until the cabbage is just cooked. These are side dishes but both 
vegetables can also take centre stage, as in the three recipes below. 


for 90 minutes, cut into slices and serve with 
a jug of freshly made tomato sauce. 


Cauliflower in a 

parmesan cream 

This recipe is adapted from Louis Eustache 
Ude's bestselling book of 1813, The French 
Cook. | agree with Ude — grilling rather than 
baking makes for a less oily finish. Take one 
firm white cauliflower, 30g butter, 40g flour, 
400m milk, a pinch of freshly grated 
nutmeg, salt and pepper, 75g freshly grated 
parmesan, 75g freshly grated gruyére, 
2tbsp breadcrumbs and a little butter. Melt 
the butter in a pan and add the flour, 
stirring for a minute. Raise the heat and 
start whisking in the milk. When you have a 
good smooth sauce, turn the heat down 
very low and cook gently for 20 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Ten minutes before 
you want to eat, break the cauliflower into 
florets and boil them in salted water for 
three minutes. Drain well. Butter a gratin 
dish. Add half the cheese to the sauce 

and stir well. Tip the cauliflower into the 
sauce and stir to coat. Pour into the 

gratin dish, sprinkle over the remaining 
cheese and breadcrumbs and dot about 
15g of butter on top. Place under the grill 
(not too hot) and keep a very close eye on 
it. When the mixture is beautifully golden, 
remove and serve. O 


THE SECRET TO A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN 


When people admire your perfect edges, you don’t have 
to tell them it’s all down to EverEdge 


space with beautiful borders and pristine pathways 


E very gardener aspires to a perfectly manicured 


— but how many have the time, or make the 
effort, to achieve edges worthy of a Chelsea garden? 
And let's face it, however much you love gardening, 
there are always more exciting jobs to be 
getting on with. 


The secret to perfect edges and a garden that 
everyone will admire is EverEdge. Its range of garden 
and lawn edging strips can be installed easily and 
unobtrusively around your beds, borders and pathways, 


to keep your lawn at bay and the edges immaculate. 
It's the effortless way to achieve the garden of your 
dreams, without all the hours of back-breaking work. 
Manufactured in Britain, this clever system is made 
from tough galvanised steel. It’s flexible enough to be 
bent or curved to suit virtually any design, yet resilient 
enough to last a lifetime. It also comes in a variety of 
heights and colours, so it will blend in beautifully with 
any surroundings. In fact, you'll be the only one who 


knows tt’s there! So create a beautiful garden with the 
help of EverEdge. 


EverREpce 


THE END GIG COMPANY 


SEE THE FULL EVEREDGE RANGE AT WWW.EVEREDGE.CO.UK 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


The 


— CHELSEA — 


: : - BOOKING NOW 
Sep 2017 — June 2018 

Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
techniques. Working sessions at Sissinghurst with head gardener Troy Smith and lectures by many 
leading gardening personalities. Regular visits to outstanding private gardens. 

(1 day a week (Tues), 10.30am—3.1 5pm, over three 10 week terms) 


January — March 2018 

Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including TWO real design projects and CAD 
tuition. Drawing skills, estimating, plant knowledge, water features, garden lighting and visits to the 
work of leading designers with Rosemary Alexander and other tutors. Chelsea Physic Garden 
(3 days a week in school, !0.30am-3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) 


E | F 
Distance Learning Courses — study anytime, anywhere in the world. 
A stepping stone to a new career. 
These two courses are a step by step guide to either designing your own garden or learning how 
to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, 
month by month tasks etc. 
Taught through a comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post. 
|-3 years to complete and individual assessment. 


ITALIAN GARDEN HOLIDAYS 


Small group tours with guided visits of Italian gardens 
em Ac TTR ct. ez 


ie . — - © e@ Travel by luxury small 
TUSCANY ite as coach 

Visits to: Poggio Torselli, Villa Vignamaggio, ; ‘ : ; 
Villa Geggiano, Villa Grabau, Villa Reale 
2017: 4 June, 25 June, 10 September 
From £2,350 per person 


e@ Maximum 14 per tour 


e Local guides and guided 


LAKES COMO AND MAGGIORE 

Visits to: Villa Babbianello, Villa Carlotta, Villa 
Monastero, Isola Bella, Isola Madre 

2017: 9 May, 23 May, 6 Jun, 27 Jun, 5 Sep 
From £2,290 per person 


AMALFI COAST, CAPRI AND ISCHIA 
Visits to: Villa Rufolo, Caserta, Villa San 
Michele Axel Munthe, La Mortella 

2017: 4 May, 18 May, 8 June, 14 Sep 
From £2,280 per person 

ENVIRONS OF ROME 

Visits to: Villa d’Este, Bomarzo, Villa Lante, 
Giardino di Ninfa, Landriana 

2017: 10 May, 17 May, 7 Jun, 6 Sep 
From £2,250 per person 

VENETO 

Visits to: Villa Barbarigo, Villa Emo, Villa 
Pisani, Giardino Giusti, Villa Rizzardi 
2017: 7 Jun, 6 Sep 

From £2,240 per person 


garden visits included 


e@ Extensions to each tour 
and can be arranged for 
individuals 


@ Stay at 4 and 5 star 
hotels, two per tour, 3 
nights in each 


@ British Airways flights 
included 


SPEAK TO OUR EXPERTS 
01392 441275 


THE ART OF INTELLIGENT 
TRAVEL ORGANISING 
FOUNDED 1989 

@ AR whe SiG ABTA 


== IA 


www.expressionsholidays.co.uk x yrre SSHCHWS 


gardening talent 


Sam Pagett 


After gaining several years of gardening experience in the UK, Sam is extending 
his horticultural knowledge with a stint at the Jerusalem Botanical Gardens 


PORTRAIT ANDREW MONTGOMERY 


Earliest gardening memory Our family garden consisted mostly of 
lawns with a large, rather weedy border. The annual weeding of this 
space for a small payment was my earliest experience. 

First plant love Seeing the sea of Hyacinthoides non-scripta rushing 
down the valley at Rannerdale in the Lake District takes my breath 
away. | still try to see them every year. 

Who are your horticultural heroes? | love reading about plant 
hunters of the past, such as Richard Evans Schultes and Alfred 
Russel Wallace. The effects their discoveries in South America had 
on humanity can be considered profound. 

A worthwhile tip for every gardener Everyone tells you to take 
notes but that’s less than half the battle. Unless you refer to your 
notes and re-read them, you won't remember much more than if 
you hadn't written it down. | find re-writing notes in a neat form is 

a worthwhile learning process. This also gives an opportunity for 
further research and to add more information. 

Hardest gardening related thing you’ve ever had to do? 
Learning the basics, for example the first hundred or so botanical 


names, the first time performing practical tasks, such as staking. 
You are so aware it’s taking far too long to complete the task but 
can't do it any faster. When the basics finally came together, | really 
began to enjoy gardening — before that it was just stressful. 

What principles have guided your attitude to gardening? 
Always striving to learn and improve as nothing is ever perfect. 
Listening to, and observing others as it’s the fastest way to learn. 
What heartens you about our attitudes to horticulture today? 
The people | meet in our profession never cease to amaze me. So 
many energetic, passionate people happy to share their love of 
gardening with anyone. Gardening makes people feel good and that 
makes it a brilliant profession to be in. 

Contact You can follow Sam's botanical adventures via his blog 
plantsandplacesblog.wordpress.com 

The Friends of Jerusalem Botanical Gardens offers more information 
about the gardens, internships, volunteering opportunities and ways 
to support the gardens’ horticultural endeavours. Tel 020 8238 2779, 
websitefriendsjbg.org.uk or email friendsjbg@gmail.com 
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A must-have read for passionate gardeners, Gardens Illustrated 


magazine provides a unique insight into the world’s 
most beautiful gardens, irresistible plants and clever design. \ 


Enjoy our Premium App experience 
now available from 
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In brief 


Name Felley Priory. , 

What A traditional English country house 

garden, divided into rooms with 2 

herbaceous borders, White and Rose 

Gardens, Daffodil Orchard and a.pon 

Whete Nottinghanishire. 

_ Size‘Two and a half acres. > 

\ Soil Clay throughout? Ais 

4 Clittiaté Variable, Warn summersy 599 

Oderate\raintalband often coldwinters 

dite to/exposedposition. “ 

\)" Hardiness. USDA 37/ 
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The sheer magnitude and beauty of the daffodils in Felley Priory’s 
spring garden have been known to move grown.men to tears 


WORDS MATTHEW BIGGS PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD.BLOOM / GAP PHOTOS 


daffodil collection 
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asf} Clumips Of intermingled daffodils’on the 
A Ses: JoWer terracevset the scene'for the 
Oe ‘striking.main displayin the orchard, 
*Tcreating.a magical‘spring atmosphere 
AG throughout the'gatden at Felley, 


The large pond, which sits below the 
formal garden, reflects the surrounding 
trees and helps to draw the magic of 
the skyscape downwards. 
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7 he garden at Felley Priory, overlooking 
a gently sloping valley and woodlands in 
north Nottinghamshire, is renowned as a 
garden for all seasons, but for many it’s 
the spring display in the Daffodil Orchard 
that is the crowning glory. 

The property has been owned by the 
Chaworth-Musters family since 1822, and 
the current generation continues to enjoy and 
take an active interest in the development of 
the garden. However, it is thought that it was 
the Oakes family, who were tenants in the 
1940s, who planted the first daffodils. “We 
know from old photographs that the daffodil 
orchard existed in 1946, long before the 
garden was developed in the mid-1970s by 
Mrs Maria Chaworth-Musters. She used her 
skills as an interior designer to lay out the 
garden in front of the house as it stands today, 
with its topiary hedges, herbaceous borders 
and vistas,” explains head gardener, Lindsey 
Ellis. “Many of the fruit trees in the daffodil 
orchard are ancient. We’ve lost a number of 
them over the years and are in the process of 
planting replacements using apples, such as 
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‘Katja, known as Katy, and ‘Fiesta. They have 
been chosen because we need cultivars that 
maintain the character of the orchard yet are 
of a manageable size, so they don’t inhibit the 
growth of the daffodils.” 

The site is long and narrow, covering half 
an acre, but what makes this massed planting 
so special is the slight slope on the land: it’s 
only around five degrees from horizontal, 
but is enough to create an impression of 
depth, so the daffodils form a dense golden 
expanse. No one can say if this is as a result of 
serendipity or simply a stroke of horticultural 
genius, but the impact is undeniable. 

Immaculately clipped topiary hedging 


leads visitors through the garden to the > 


Plant in September, or October at the 
latest, in full sun to part shade, in 
moisture-retentive, free-draining soil. 
When planting several different 
daffodils, put 25 to 50 bulbs of your first 
type into a bucket, scatter them, then 
repeat with the next cultivar, and so on, 
planting them where they land at a 
depth of three times the size of the bulb. 
If you have yet to perfect the art of even 
distribution, move any bulbs that have 
fallen too closely together so that they 
are 15 to 20 centimetres apart and can 
spread comfortably. 

When planting in large areas, remove 
the turf and dig the ground over. Add a 
general purpose feed, plant the bulbs and 
replace the turf. When planting in smaller 
quantities or filling in gaps, use a spade. 

Deadheading is essential for good 
growth, but do not remove the leaves 
or tie them in bunches; instead, wait 
until they have died back naturally 
before cutting the grass. 
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The neat geometric forms of the 
topiary in the main garden form a 
contrast to the relaxed informality of 
the naturalised daffodil display. 
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daffodil collection 


GARDEN PLAN 


1 Daffodil Orchard 
2 White Garden 
3 Rose Garden 

4 Arboretum 

5 House 

6 Stone borders 
7 Herbaceous borders 
8 Topiary Garden 
9 Pond 
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[> Daffodil Orchard and initially obscure the 
display from view. It is the thrill of the ‘reveal’ 
that catches first-time visitors by surprise. As 
they step through an archway cut through a 
hedge, they are overwhelmed by a sea of gold. 

The site is perfect for daffodils. It’s in full 
sun on neutral clay soil that is moist but not 
waterlogged. Because the conditions are ideal, 
the daffodils have never been divided or fed. 
Lindsey believes that the key to success is 
constant deadheading. This channels energy 
into the following year’s growth and stops the 
dying flowers from detracting from the 
display. “We deadhead for a couple of hours 
a day, starting at the edges. Many of the 
daffodils are pooled together in cultivars and 
fade at the same time, so we can avoid 
walking on those that are still in flower,” she 
explains. Maintenance is minimal. The grass 
is left to grow after flowering until the 
daffodil foliage has died down, then mown 
and raked off in midsummer. 

When daffodil experts Ray Cobb, Alan 
Street of Avon Bulbs and Ron Scamp visited 
Felley Priory to name the cultivars, they 
identified “Trewithen’, “Telamonius Plenus, 
“Mrs RO Backhouse} “WP Milner’ and 
‘Beersheba. The remainder were deemed to 
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“The key to success is 
deadheading, which stores 
energy for the following year 
and stops dying flowers 
detracting from the display” 


be natural hybrids, possibly related to 
“Croesus, ‘Lucifer’ “Bath’s Flame’ and 
“Hospodar’ or old cultivars whose names 
have been lost in the passage of time. 

Lindsey is contemplating adding more 
cultivars and has based her choice on 
reputation. Most of the best cultivars for 
naturalising bloom mid-season from April 
to May. ‘Carbineer’ ‘Fortune’ and ‘Kilworth, 
all dependable, sturdy cultivars that look 
like the traditional ‘daffodil; are being 
considered for planting in the future. 
“When adding to the collection, we don’t 
always buy new bulbs,” says Lindsey. “There 
were some beautiful daffodils growing 
along the edge of a field that no one ever 
saw, so they were lifted and replanted 
among the display in the orchard.” 

The first daffodils appear in early March, 
and are at their peak in mid-April, 
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sometimes continuing until the bluebell 
woods open in May. “There is a sense of 
anticipation in late February, when you start 
looking for signs of the first buds. Those in 
the sheltered microclimate by the yew hedge 
often appear first. It is such an inspiring, 
uplifting and exhilarating sight, people 
return year after year to see them.” These 

are not the only emotions the daffodils 
engender. The three experts who came to 
identify the cultivars were spotted standing 
under an old pear tree, dabbing their eyes 
with their handkerchiefs, overwhelmed by 
the magnitude and beauty of the display. o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Felley Priory, Underwood, 
Nottinghamshire NG16 5FJ. 

Tel 01773 810230. 

Website felleypriory.co.uk 

Email info@felleypriory.co.uk 

Open Tuesday — Friday, 9am-4pm, and first 
and third Sunday of each month, 1 February 
— 4 October, 10am-4pm. 

Opens for Daffodil Sunday 16 April 2017 as 
part of the National Gardens Scheme. 


Turn the page for 12 daffodils great for naturalising > 
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daffodil collection 


great cultivars 
for naturalising 


Head gardener Lindsey will only introduce 
new daffodils to Felley if they have a proven 
reputation. Many bloom from April to May. 


1 Narcissus ‘Fortune’ 

Dating from around 1917, this large daffodil 
has long-lasting, buttery-yellow flowers and 
a pale-orange trumpet. Early to mid-season. 
45cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b". 


2 N. ‘Kilworth’ 

A pre-1938 cultivar, the petals are creamy 
white and the cup deep orange, both yellow 
at the base. Mid- to late-season. 68cm. 
RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


3 N. ‘Bath’s Flame’ 

With a small, orange-rimmed cup and 
pale-yellow petals, this daffodil was bred by 
Rev GH Engleheart near Bath. Early to mid- 
season. 45cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


4.N. ‘WP Milner’ 

Pre-1869. Breeder Henry Backhouse 
named this small cultivar, with dainty, 
nodding, creamy-white flowers, for his 
brother-in-law. Early to mid-season. 
25cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


5 N. ‘Hospodar’ 

Raised by JC Williams at Caerhays, Cornwall, 
pre-1914. Large blooms with an orange cup 
and pale-yellow petals. Early to mid-season. 
68cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


6N. ‘Carbineer’ 

This tall, pre-1927 cultivar has a strong, stiff 
stem and beautifully poised, greenish-yellow 
flowers with an orange-red cup. Mid-season. 
Over 68cm tall. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


7 N. ‘Telamonius Plenus’ 

According to botanist John Parkinson, 
this was the original double daffodil, first 
flowered by a Flemish gardener, Van Sion, 
in 1620. Early to mid-season. 68cm. 

RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


8 N. ‘Beersheba’ 

Pre-1923. According to the late bulb expert 
EA Bowles, this cultivar ‘attracts the 
notice of all by its great size and glittering 
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daffodil collection 
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whiteness’ Early to mid-season. 68cm. 
RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


ON. ‘Croesus’ 

Another cultivar from JC Williams at 
Caerhays, with rounded, pale-yellow petals. 
The cup is orange becoming paler at the base. 
Mid-season. 68cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


10 N. ‘Lucifer’ 

Raised pre-1890 in Ireland, this daffodil has 
white petals and a rich-orange centre, fading 
to pale yellow at the base of the cup. Mid- to 
late-season. 68cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


11 N. ‘Mrs RO Backhouse’ 

The first of the ‘pink’ daffodils with white 
petals was named by breeder Robert 
Backhouse in memory of his wife. The cup is 
pale apricot-pink, deeper at the rim. Mid- to 
late-season. 68cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


GAP PHOTOS 


12 N. ‘Sulphur Phoenix’ 
A pre-1820 cultivar producing large, 


WORTH 


= two-tone, double flowers of bright lemon 
: and pale cream with good weather 
resistance. Early to mid-season. 

45cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
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WHERE TO BUY 


¢ Avon Bulbs 


T M GAINEY / ALAMY ST¢ 


Burnt House Farm, Mid Lambrook, 
South Petherton, Somerset TA13 5HE. 
Tel 01460 242177, avonbulbs.co.uk 

* Jacques Amand International 
The Nurseries, Clamp Hill, Stanmore, 
Middlesex HA7 3JS. 
Tel 020 8420 7110, 
jaquesarmandintl.com 

« Pde Jager & Sons Limited 
Church Farm, Ulcombe, Maidstone, 
Kent ME17 1DN. 
Tel 01622 840229, dejager.co.uk 

* RA Scamp 
49 Mongleath Road, Falmouth, 
Cornwall TR11 4PN. 
Tel 07826 067175, qualitydaffodils.com 
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Pots of style 


In the first of a new series, gardener Thomas Unterdorfer creates 
elegant container displays that combine the sights and scent of spring with 
a longevity that will free you up for other seasonal gardening tasks 


WORDS THOMAS eo , “ ANDREW MONTGOMERY 
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Ringing in spring 


Helleborus x sahinti ‘Winterbells’ inspired this design, based on reminders of winter and 


heralds of spring. It flowers for several months and performs as well in a shady border as it 


does in pots. It feels moody and dark, and with the winter colouring of the ivy, fits perfectly 


in the old cauldron. Anemones are the epitome of spring and the dainty blue form of 


Anemone blanda lifts the colour and texture of the scheme while keeping it deep and dusky. 


How to achieve the look 


S Colours and shapes 

; The hellebore displays a beautiful spectrum 
= of colours in its bell-shaped flowers as well as 
> the stems and leaves. | love the way it 
contrasts with the blue of the anemones. The 


* purple stems and veined leaves also go well 


8 with the darker markings of the ivy, which 
2 leads down to the rusty pattern of the iron 
5 pot. The anemones lighten the feel and 
> structure of the display, making it more 


= interesting and acutely seasonal. You could 
= also use white anemones, but | think the 


3 blue adds more depth. 
~ Container, cultivation and care 
5 | found this cauldron buried in a border when 


+ tidying a friend's garden years ago and love 


the colour, the streaks of rust and especially 
the shape. Hellebores do not like to be too 
wet, so drainage is very important. | drilled six 
drainage holes of about 5mm in diameter and 
covered with terracotta crocks and grit, but 
you could also use gravel to ensure good 
drainage. The compost is an equal mixture of 
John Innes No 2 and multi-purpose compost 
to keep the plants moist but well drained. 
This pot requires little maintenance, apart 
from watering, and | usually take off any 


flowers that have gone over and remove 
yellow leaves, especially as the anemones 
become dormant. | am sure this display 
would work well for another season, and if 
the ivy gets too dominant, just use a pair of 
sharp secateurs to keep it in check. 


planting ideas 


Plants (see above left) 
1Anemone blanda 

This anemone comes in a natural 
variation of blue, pink and white. 

It does well in the garden, likes the 
sun in spring and prefers moist but 
free-draining soil, ideally under 
shrubs or in a woodland position. 
February — March. 15cm. AGM*. 
RHS H6, USDA 5a-8bt. 

2 Helleborus x sahinii ‘Winterbells’ 
Named after Kees Sahin, in honour 
of the founder of the Dutch seed 
company where it was raised. 
January — April. 40-50cm. 

USDA 4a-9b. 
3 Hedera helix 
Being evergreen, small-leaved 


cultivars are invaluable for pots in 
winter. lvy is easily propagated by 
cuttings and the size can be restricted 
by pruning. 2m. RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 
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Heaven scent 


Being greeted by a cloud of fragrance when you open the front door is a great start to the 


day. The perfume emanating from this arrangement will welcome me for weeks and the 


flowers will last equally long. This pot captures some of my favourite scents of early spring, 


while the strong green of the Sarcococca confusa, the marbled leaves of cyclamen and the 


purple of the Bergenia cordifolia look great just outside the door. White, pink and purple 


flowers lift the arrangement and together create a strong planting scheme. 


How to achieve the look 


Colours and shapes 

The dark leaves of Sarcococca confusa work 
well as a backdrop in floral arrangements. 
The scent of the flowers is an added bonus. 
Cyclamen provide an attractive contrast, with 
their exquisite flowers and grey-patterned 
leaves. You can really appreciate them close 
up in a pot. Hyacinths are the temporary 
stars of this planting scheme. | started them 
in pots, so they are all at different stages of 
flowering, which leads to a more natural look 
and prolongs flowering. Bergenia cordifolia 
‘Overture’ is one of the best plants for 
dark-red leaves in winter. It provides contrast 
in terms of shape, and the colour has a 
calming, complementary effect on the 
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arrangement. Later in spring, magenta 
flowers appear on tall, scarlet stems. 


Container, cultivation and care 

This simple terracotta pot had been 
whitewashed and used repeatedly in the 
garden. The pattern of algae on the paint 
mirrors the leaves of the cyclamen and 
contrasts with the other plants. As there is 
only one hole in the pot, | used a generous 
layer of terracotta crocks and grit for drainage 
and a mixture of John Innes No 2 and multi- 
purpose compost with additional grit. This 
combination also looks good without flowers 
and should last for another season, given 
some watering and a liquid feed. 


Plants (see above) 

1 Hyacinthus orientalis ‘Fairy White’ 
| usually pot some bulbs and move 
them into the greenhouse to use 
them earlier and over a longer period. 
March. 20-30cm. USDA 4a-8b. 

2 Sarcococca confusa 

Evergreen shrub with tiny, fragrant, 
white flowers. Can be kept shorter 
by pruning. December — March. 

2m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 

3 Cyclamen coum 

A jewel in any garden with delicate 
flowers in purple, pink and white. It 
can be drier in summer, so planting 
under hedges or shrubs is ideal. 
February — March. 10cm. AGM. 

RHS H5, USDA 6a-9b. 

4 Bergenia cordifolia ‘Overture’ 
Avery attractive cultivar with 
magenta flowers on tall stems. | also 
enjoy using them as cut flowers. 
March — April. 20-30cm. 

RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 
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Potted gems 


With so many plants flowering in the garden in spring, it’s easy to miss some. I grow a range 


of plants in pots and arrange them on a metal table in the yard to remind us of what we have 


and how beautiful the flowers are close up. It also reminds me of my training at Kew, where 


a myriad alpines are grown in pots to perfection and displayed in the Alpine House. 


Sometimes I grow them in plastic pots and transfer them into terracotta ones for the display. 


How to achieve the look 


Colours and shapes 

Prunus ‘Okamé’ a cross between P. incisa 
and P. campanulata, is the centre plant in this 
display and sets the colour with its carmine 
pink flowers. Iris reticulata ‘Harmony’ is easy 
to grow in pots, where you can appreciate its 
faint scent. | always grow a few Crocus 
tommasinianus in pots every year, not just for 
the name, but also for its perfect flowers. 
Primula denticulata ‘Corolla Blue’ the 
drumstick primula, looks great in a pot, but 
also makes a big impression in the garden. 
For a softer texture, | have added two 
Saxifraga x arendsii, namely ‘Alpino Early 
Pink’ and ‘Touran Lime Green’ Both work 
really well in pots and flower for a long time. 
Lastly, there is a pot of Cyclamen coum, 


again to add more structure anda 
strong pink colour. 


Pots, cultivation and care 

Old terracotta pots are not only pleasing to 
look at, but also great to grow plants in. 
Using some gravel to cover the soil settles 
the plants optically and | use local gravel, 

so it ties in with the walls in the background. 
| always make sure the drainage is good 
and mix the soil individually for each plant, 
although most grow well in an equal mixture 
of John Innes No 2 and multi-purpose 
compost with extra grit for drainage. 

Plants grown in pots benefit from liquid 
food added to the watering can, especially 
if they stay in the pot for a long time. 


planting ideas 


Plants (see above left) 

1 Prunus ‘Okamé’ 

Will grow for a few seasons in a pot, 
but even better in the garden, where 
it will develop into a small tree. March 
— April. 3-5m. AGM. USDA 6a-8b. 

2 Iris reticulata ‘Harmony’ 

After use can be planted out in 
well-drained soil. February — March. 
10-15cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 

3 Primula denticulata ‘Corolla Blue’ 
One of the easier ones to grow. Keep 
it moist at all times. March — April. 
20-30cm. AGM. RHS H6. 

4 Crocus tommasinianus 

Great to naturalise in grass and even 
self-seeds. February — March. 10cm. 
AGM. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 

5 Saxifraga x arendsii ‘Alpino 

Early Pink’, and 

6 S. x arendsii ‘Touran Lime Green’ 
Lovely evergreen mounds. March to 
late summer. 10-15cm. USDA 5a-7b. 
Cyclamen coum (not shown) 

See page 48. 
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If you thought your garden was too small for a natural swimming pond, 
think again. In his contemporary suburban garden, designer Raoul Hagenbeek 
has made room for a pond without compromising on style 


WORDS MARIEKE VAN GESSEL PHOTOGRAPHS MODESTE HERWIG / GAP PHOTOS 


esigning a small garden can be hard enough at the best 

of times but when the garden in question is a mere 15 x 13m and 
youre also determined to fit in a swimming pond, creating something 
exceptional could for many people seem like a challenge too far. Not 
so for designer Raoul Hagenbeek, co-owner of the Dutch garden 
landscape and garden design company Puur Groen [Pure Green]. 

Eleven years ago Raoul and his family moved into a modern, 
semi-detached house in the quiet Dutch town of Vught, which came 
with a small and unexceptional plot.“The previous owners had 


small garden 


In brief 


What Modern suburban garden 
with swimming pond and lush 
contemporary planting. 

Where Vught, the Netherlands. 
Size 195 square metres. 

Soil Sandy. 

Climate Temperate maritime. 
Hardiness rating USDA 8. 


Although it’s small, the garden of designer 
Raoul Hagenbeek combines separate areas for 
sitting and dining with elegant planting and a pond 
that is home all year to golden orfes and koi carp. 
In summer, thanks to natural filtration, the 

pond is also used for swimming. 
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packed the garden with plants, but it looked quite messy,” recalls 
Raoul. “It was in desperate need of structure and focal points.” 

High on the family’s wish list were outside areas suitable for 
relaxing and dining, but Raoul also wanted a pond. “I grew up in a 
polder |low-lying land enclosed by dykes that is typical of many 
parts of the Netherlands] with lots of water and loved to go fishing 
and sailing when I was young,” he says. “When our two teenage 
sons realised it was possible to have a pond you could also swim 
in, the decision was made.” Today a large rectangular swimming [> 
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A low box hedge provides green structure throughout the year, 
while an Amelanchier lamarckii tree offers seasonal interest, 
with white flowers in spring and rich leaf colour in autumn 


[> pond sits in the centre of the garden, surrounded by large slabs 
of grey stone, which have been reclaimed from an Antwerp quay, 
and a sun terrace made from ipe wood decking. “I’ve chosen a simple 
geometric design that matches the architecture of the house and 
creates a relaxed ambience,” says Raoul. 

The house itself was built just 25 years ago, but to give it an 
even more modern appearance, the family painted its traditional 
red bricks and framework in several different shades of grey. 
They also installed large sliding doors at the back to connect 
the house with the garden. These lead out on to a dining terrace, 
overlooking the pond, which faces a covered seating pavilion. 
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Raoul has placed each distinct area, and the connecting walkways, 
on different levels to create a feeling of space. Lush planting in the 
borders — featuring a mix of Salvia x sylvestris ‘Mainacht, Hosta 
sieboldiana var. elegans, various geraniums and ornamental 
grasses — adds to this optical illusion, as does the limited colour 
palette, with the grey of the ipe wood and stone helping to link 
house and garden and brightening the green planting. 

The grey theme continues in the 2m-high, stone-filled gabions 
that mark the garden’s boundaries providing privacy and support 
for more greenery in the form of Hedera hibernica. In front of the 
gabions Raoul has planted a low box hedge to provide a green [> 


Raoul’s tips for making a small garden seem bigger 


* Choose clear, simple lines and don't add too many different materials or 
colours, otherwise the garden will appear cluttered and cramped. 

* Include some large-scale design features, such as a water surface. Contrary to 
intuition, this creates an illusion of more space. 

+ Introduce a few well-placed eye-catchers or focal points, such as a pond, a 
multi-stemmed tree or a garden ornament. These draw your attention, so you're 
not immediately made aware of the size of the garden. 

+ Position areas of hard landscaping on different levels. This not only makes 

the space feel bigger, but by being able to experience the garden from different 
perspectives, it can feel more interesting and varied. 

« Lush planting on the boundaries will help enhance the sense of space. 
Evergreen plants, such as box and ivy, create structure and interest throughout 
the year. Small trees and multi-stemmed shrubs add height and depth. 

* Consider sharing part of your garden with your neighbours, as Raoul has done 
at the front of his house. Obviously, this works best if your houses’ architecture — 
and your taste in garden style — are similar. And you get on well. 


small garden 


1 The reed-like leaves of Iris pseudacorus help 
soften the edges of the pond. This marginal plant 
provides a rare splash of yellow in a garden that uses 
predominantly whites, blues and purples, including 
Salvia x sylvestris ‘Mainacht' on the left. Ina shady 
corner, a multi-stemmed Amelanchier lamarckii 
creates a focal point. Beneath it, lush planting mixes 
broad-leaved plants, such as Hosta sieboldiana var. 
elegans, with the delicate leaves of Epimedium x 
youngianum ‘Niveum’ to give a more spacious feel. 


2 Next to the house, the purple leaves of Cotinus 
coggygria ‘Royal Purple’ work well against the dark 
grey of the brick wall and contrast nicely with the 
low-growing Buxus semperivrens hedge. A mass of 
Mediterranean spurge, Euphorbia characias subsp. 
wulfenii, planted around the foot of a golden Indian 
bean tree, Catalpa bignonioides ‘Aurea’ creates a 
second focal point for this corner. 


3 Ipe wood decking has a similar grey sheen to the 
house and stone slabs. The wood's smooth surface 
contrasts wonderfully with the irregular patterns on 
the stone slabs and laying the planks in different 
directions helps to make the garden look bigger. 


Lush planting in the borders creates a feeling of space 
as does the limited colour palette, with the grey of the ipe wood 
and stone helping to link house and garden 


[> structure throughout the year, and multi-stemmed hornbeams 
Carpinus betulus. An Amelanchier lamarckii tree offers seasonal 
interest, with white flowers in spring and a display of rich leaf 
colour in autumn. In a small border next to the house Raoul 
experiments with new or unusual plants to see how they perform. 
Some of his current favourites are Silene fimbriata, Aegopodium 
podagraria ‘Variegatum, Iris ‘Black Knight’ and Epimedium x 
youngianum ‘Niveum. Here, and throughout the garden, Raoul uses 
a limited colour palette of blue, white and purple, and avoids yellow, 
with one or two exceptions, including Iris pseudacorus in the pond 
and Alchemilla mollis at the front of the house. Both front and rear 
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gardens require minimum maintenance; the borders are so packed 
with plants and grasses that little weeding is needed. “In summer I 
deadhead flowers,” says Raoul. “I clip the box hedging a few times a 
year and the hornbeams only need an occasional prune.” All of which 
means that come summer Raoul and family are free to relax and 
enjoy both their garden and their pond. o 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Raoul’s work and his company Puur Groen. 
Tel +31 (0)411 63 50 50, puurgroen.nl 


small garden 


4 By using a limited colour palette for both his 
hard landscaping and planting, Raoul has created a 
contemporary looking garden that feels much larger 
than it is and into which the swimming pond sits 
easily without dominating the space. 


5 Tall yew hedges provide privacy at the front of 
the house and create a striking feature. The gap 
between them reveals a rectangle of Wisteria 
sinensis ‘Prolific’ growing up the house. A golden- 
leaved Catalpa bignonioides ‘Aurea’ anda 
silver-leaved Pyrus salicifolia ‘Pendula’ provide 
contrast, while the grass Pennisetum alopecuroides 
‘Hameln’ softens the hedge at street level. 


6 In a shady corner, Raoul has combined the 
rounded leaves of Astilboides tabularis with the 
heart-shaped leaves of Petasitus hybridus and the 
lady-fern Athyrium filix-femina. The deep-purple 
flowers of Geranium ‘Orion’ add colour. 


7 At the edge of the covered pavilion — the family’s 
favourite area — two concrete pots, filled with 
Lavandula stoechas, add interest and blend 
beautifully with the rest of the hard landscaping. 


8 A multi-stemmed Carpinus betulus breaks up 
the neatly clipped Buxus sempervirens low hedge. 
The stone-filled gabions are made from galvanised 
steel wire held in place by galvanised steel pipes at 
one-metre intervals. 


9 Raoul shares his front garden and driveway with 
his neighbours to create one large, unified space. 
The drive is linked to the street by a 3m-long water 
feature made of Corten steel, which sits amid a 
mass of Alchemilla mollis and Iris ‘Blue King’ 


In brief 


What A selection of garden-worthy 
plants that are easy to propagate 
by seed or division, and which can 
generally withstand the worst that 
winter can throw at them. 
Origins Varied. 

Season From early spring to 


late autumn. 
Size Ranging romaoem to 2.5m. 


Conditions Reas soy: 
soil in sun or dapple shade. 


ns rs ¢ 
Whether youre an old hand or new to gardening, giving your borders J 
a strong backbone of easy-to-grow plants that will survive where many others 


fail, ensures a long season of colour and gives you space to experiment , 
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Aster x frikartii ‘Monch’ 
Yellow-centred daisies surrounded 
by strongly coloured, lavender-blue 
petals. Easily rooted from cuttings 
in the spring. Nectar- and pollen- 
rich flowers attract masses of 
insects from late summer until the 
first frosts. 50-90cm x 30-90cm. 
AGM* RHS H7, USDA 5a-10bt. 
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Tom Attwood 

is a Kew-trained 
gardener, lecturer 
and writer who, 
with his wife Abi, 
runs the nursery 
and garden design 
consultancy Abi 
and Tom's Garden 
Plants in Cumbria. 


*Holds an Award 

of Garden Merit 

from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings 
given where available. 


plant profile fail-safe borders 


en years ago I began work ona 

garden that sits at the head of a 

rain-drenched valley in the Lake 
District. Here, winters are less than 
forgiving and for a perennial to flourish, or 
at the very least survive, it needs abundant 
resilience. The early planting experiments I 
made — sometimes fruitful, sometimes not 
— engendered in me a deep respect for 
many of these tough perennials, and 
influenced those I grow to this day. 

Garden worthiness needn't mean 
sacrificing any of the tempting qualities of 
less hardy plants or inviting a range of bland 
specimens into your borders. Grasses are 
an excellent place to start, and robust, 
clump-forming types (of which there are 
many) are indispensable. A favourite of mine 
is Panicum virgatum ‘Warrior (see page 62). 
Slow to emerge in the spring, it has streaked 
foliage that matures to produce flower heads 
with a sumptuous metallic-purple lustre and 
its winter effect is also highly decorative. 

Grasses complement a multitude of 
perennials. Linaria purpurea ‘Canon Went’ 
(page 62), for example, produces spikes of 
highly delicate, creamy-pink flower heads in 
early summer. This garden stalwart will 
flower reliably until late autumn and is easily 
raised from seed. Thalictrum ‘Eli (page 64) 
—a hybrid between T. flavum subsp. glaucum 
and T. rochebruneanum — has a similarly 
ephemeral nature but is significantly larger. 
Its light frame is deceptively strong and from 
early to midsummer the flower clusters 
resemble clouds of mauve and cream. 

Less statuesque planting can still achieve 
something visually striking. The euphorbias 
include an often overlooked, low, clump- 
forming species: Euphorbia epithymoides 
(page 60), which produces round flat heads 
of luminous green, sulphurous yellow bracts 
in early spring, setting off the inconspicuous 
flowers. If light levels are a struggle then 
Omphalodes cappadocica ‘Cherry IngranY 
(page 62) with a low-growing habit [> 
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[> is characterised by numerous intense 
electric-blue flowers, synonymous with 
the borage family. 

I first came across the melancholy thistle 
Cirstum heterophyllum (below right) 
driving down a semi-derelict track in the 
Yorkshire Dales where it shot through the 
fallen remains of a dry-stone wall. It’s an 
endemic plant that needs containing as it 
spreads by highly enthusiastic runners. A 
bottomless plastic container sunk into the 
soil to contain the runners works very 
effectively. Your efforts will be rewarded by 
the multitude of long-lasting thistle heads 
that appear from midsummer until early 
autumn and which are divine. 

Umbellifers are highly distinctive 
plants and include a black-leaved form 
of our inherently tough native cow 
parsley: Anthriscus sylvestris ‘Ravenswing 
(see right). I adore this plant and enjoy 
contrasting its dark foliage with the spike- 
like, pink racemes of Physostegia virginiana 
‘Rosea (page 63) and often pair both with 
hardy asters to extend the summer display 
well into autummn’s grasp. Aster x frikartii 
“Monch (page 59) described by 
horticulturist Graham Stuart Thomas 
as ‘the finest aster for long display’ is 
impossible to fault, as is Symphyotrichum 
novi-belgii ‘Little Pink Beauty’ (page 64), 

a recently re-named aster that keeps you 
waiting until its flowers are revealed in 
September followed by an extremely 
handsome October crescendo. Late- 
summer spectacles should include the 
subtle beauty of Succisella inflexa 
‘Frosted Pearls’ (page 62), with its small, 
spherical, pale-lilac flower heads that 
float above a matrix of stalks. 

For the poorest-quality ground 
Teucrium hircanicum (page 64) is an 
enduring plant that will reliably produce 
masses of rich-purple flowers throughout 
the summer and autumn, attracting 
countless insects. I use teucriums where 
salvias, even hardy ones, would struggle. 
Potentilla ‘Gibson’s Scarlet’ (page 63) with 
its fiery crimson flowers has a low, semi- 
scrambling nature and the two planted 
together will jostle beautifully for space. 

Far from being in the minority, plants 
such as these that will succeed against the 
odds are vast in number, and these often 
underused fail-safe plants deserve to be 
grown and celebrated far more.o 


* Tom's recommendations for plants for fail-safe 
borders continue over the next six pages. 
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Arenaria montana 

A great plant for rockeries and well-drained 
borders. Produces spectacular, flower-laden 
cascades of evergreen foliage. Best raised 
from seed in the spring. 10O-20cm x 50cm. 
AGM. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 


Cirsium heterophyllum 

The melancholy thistle (supposedly a cure for 
sadness) produces intensely coloured, purple- 
pink heads on stout silver stems. A magnet for 
bees and admiring glances. Prefers a sunny 
position. 1-1.2m x 1.5m. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 
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Anthriscus sylvestris ‘Ravenswing’ 

A cow parsley with dark leaves that show off 
the distinctive white flowers. If the foliage 
needs refreshing, cut it back to produce 
another crop. It perpetuates by self-seeding. 
1-1.5m x 50cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-10b. 


Euphorbia epithymoides 

New leaves glow with a green luminosity in 
early spring to contrast with fresh growth of 
neighbouring perennials. Best raised from 
seed in well-drained soil; will sulk in overly wet 
ground. 25cm x 30cm. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8b. 
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plant profile fail-safe borders 


Geranium Patricia (= “‘Brempat’) 

A strong-growing cross between 

G. psilostemon and G. endressii that 
personifies hybrid vigour. Stunning 
cerise flowers with intensely dark 
centres 4cm across. 70cm x 70cm. 
AGM. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 


Aquilegia vulgaris var. stellata ‘Nora Barlow’ 
Adaptable to both sun and shade, this 
robust plant need not be confined solely to 
the cottage garden. Double flowers, suffused 
red, pink and green in May and June. 

90cm x 40cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


Linaria purpurea ‘Canon Went’ 


Pale-pink flower spikes atop blue-green 
stems teem with insects from June to 
September and make excellent cut flowers. 
Well-drained soil, preferably in sun. 

90cm x 30cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


o 
oo 
fo 
= 
inf 
a 
= 


A-DGFLOR/THEGA 


Succisella inflexa ‘Frosted Pearls’ 

A relative of devil's bit scabious, this 
adaptive perennial grows in the poorest 
depths of soil. Its pale-lilac flowers open 
well into October. A good food source for 
bees. 90cm x 90cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


Symphytum ‘Hidcote Blue’ 

Extremely useful as a dense ground cover 
plant. Unrolling croziers of red buds change 
to blue and white tubular flowers that 
emerge from April through to early June. 
45cm x 90cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
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Omphalodes cappadocica ‘Cherry Ingram’ 
The intensity of the blue colour on its forget- 
me-not like flowers cannot be overstated. 
Flowers are held in short sprays over clumps 
of smooth lanceolate leaves. 20cm x 30cm. 
AGM. RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b. 
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Panicum virgatum ‘Warrior’ 


Clump-forming grass with green and purple 
foliage that intensifies in colour throughout 
the season. Produces purple flowers that 
flower freely all summer. Attractive winter 
structure. 1.4m x 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 
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Physostegia virginiana ‘Rosea’ 

Forms a dense mat of impressive flowers in 
summer and autumn. The individual flowers, 
which are arranged in four vertical tiers, 
move as if ona ball and socket joint. 

70cm x 35cm. RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 


Potentilla ‘Gibson's Scarlet’ 
Semi-scrambling herbaceous plant with 
intensely coloured, dark-eyed flowers. Grows 
in the shallowest soils and favours a bright, 
well-drained site. 30-50cm x 30-50cm. 
AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


Helianthus ‘Lemon Queen’ 

A sturdy, non-invasive cultivar that produces 
delightful, softly coloured, lemon-yellow 
sunflowers. Particularly good paired with 
other statuesque perennials. 1.5-2.5m x 
50cm-1m. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 4a-9a. 


Centaurea montana ‘Purple Heart’ 

As aboy, | was drawn to the electric colour 
and funky design of Centaurea montana. 
‘Purple Heart’ has distinctive white florets 
around a rich, velvety centre and doesn't run 
amok. 40cm x 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-8b. 


plant profile fail-safe borders 


Cultivation 


All of the plants profiled here are 
ones that have resolutely buffered 
some of the worst Cumbrian winters, 
where others have perished. Not only 
are all of the plants featured easy to 
propagate by seed or division, they 
also all have the potential to enhance 
the gardening endeavours for any 
gardener experienced or not, looking 
for a reliable and inspiring display. 


* The performance of all plants will 
reflect the ground conditions and 
how well you prepare your soil prior 
to planting. Working in organic matter 
and opening up the soil structure 
while also enhancing the quantity of 
available nutrients to your plants will 
translate into strong, balanced 
growth. Your long-term approach to 
soil husbandry should centre on an 
annual mulch in the spring or 
autumn, feeding not only your 

soil but your plants. 


* Many of the strongest-growing 
perennials will need lifting and 
dividing to rein them in and avoid 
smothering neighbouring plants. It 
will provide you with masses of 
additional material to use elsewhere 
in the garden. Ornamental grasses 
should be lifted in the spring but 
many perennials can be divided in 
the autumn as well. 


« Avast range of perennials can be 
sown from seed. We move seedlings 
sown in the spring from seed trays 
into modular cell trays to grow into 
strong, well-rooted plug plants. These 
can either be potted up or planted 
straight out into the garden. Large 
areas can be planted very effectively 
using well-developed plug plants. 


* Garden plants that hanker after 
overly wet ground conditions are 
in the minority and every effort 
should be made to ensure that 

soil has good drainage — especially 
during the winter months. Adding 
organic matter will help, as will 
digging in some horticultural grit. 
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Recommended reading 


* Beth Chatto's Woodland Garden: 
Shade-Loving Plants for Year-Round 
Interest by Beth Chatto (Cassell 
lllustrated, 2002). 

Demonstrates what can be achieved 
in largely shady conditions, using 
many robust perennials. 


+ Planting: A New Perspective 

by Piet Oudolf and Noél Kingsbury 
(Timber Press, 2013). 

An inspiring resource that details 
the experimental and creative use 
of hardy perennials along with a 
superb plant directory. 


Where to buy 


* Abi and Tom’s Garden Plants 
Halecat, Witherslack, 
Cumbria LA11 6RT. 

Tel 015395 52946, 
abiandtom.co.uk 

¢ Beth Chatto Gardens 
Elmstead Market, 
Colchester, Essex CO7 7DB. 
Tel 01206 822007, 
bethchatto.co.uk 

* Chiltern Seeds 
Crowmarsh Battle Barns, 
114 Preston Crowmarsh, 


Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 6SL. 


Tel 01491 824675, 
chilternseeds.co.uk 

¢ Duchy of Cornwall Nursery 
Cott Road, Lostwithiel, 
Cornwall PL22 OHW. 
Tel 01208 872668, 
duchyofcornwallnursery.co.uk 

* Great Dixter 
Northiam, Rye, 
East Sussex TN31 6PH. 
Tel 01797 252878, 
greatdixter.co.uk 

* Hardy’s Cottage Garden Plants 
Priory Lane, Freefolk, Whitchurch 
Hampshire RG28 7FA. 
Tel 01256 896533, 
hardys-plants.co.uk 

* Jelitto Seeds 
29685 Schwarmstedt, 
Postfach 1264, Germany. 
Tel +49 (0)5071 98290, 
jelitto.com 


Camassia leichtlinii subsp. leichtlinii 
Produces erect racemes of starry, creamy- 
white flowers (6cm wide) in late spring. Has 
a longer flowering period than the blue form 
and will naturalise given the right conditions. 
1m x 40-60cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


Teucrium hircanicum 

Intense, purple flowers are produced on 
salvia-like flower heads. Planted close to 

a gravel surface it will self-seed freely and 
seedlings transplant easily. Sun to part shade. 
30-40cm x 30cm. RHS H7, USDA 8a-10b. 
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Thalictrum ‘Elin’ 

In midsummer produces loose, elegant 
sprays of soft-lavender flowers with 
contrasting tufts of yellow stamens. Perfect in 
a woodland garden or moist, sunny border. 
1.8-2.4m x 40-60cm. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


Symphyotrichum novi-belgii 

‘Little Pink Beauty’ 

Single, soft-pink flowers cover a dense clump 
of mid-green leaves from September to 
October. As flowers age, lilac becomes more 
intense. 7Ocm x 70cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 
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plant profile fail-safe borders 


Astrantia ‘Rome 


One of the it impressive repeat- 
flowering ee 
attractive, muted - 


heads. Native to Europe an 
Asia. Grows in sun or ligh 
20-50cm x 20-50cm. AGM! 
RHS H7, USDA 4a-7b. 


Jimi Blake 


Hunting Brook Gardens are as boldly idiosyncratic as their creator, who gains 
his inspiration while bouncing up and down to 1970s club classics 


WORDS JODIE JONES PORTRAIT CHARLIE HOPKINSON 


imi Blake doesn’t just love plants. He really loves plants. 

And after half an hour in his company so would anyone else. 

He is a colourful character with an even more colourful dress 
sense, and the garden he has created at Hunting Brook, near Dublin, 
has earned its place on the grand tour of the Irish greats, alongside 
Mount Usher and the National Botanic Gardens. 

In the lush green landscape of County Wicklow, Jimi combines 
tropical rarities with the best of the prairie plants in high-octane 
combinations that take your breath away. Creatively innovative and 
technically expert, he is also passionate about communicating his 
enthusiasm to as many people as possible. 

This horticultural high profile will come as no surprise to those 
who knew Jimi as a boy. “I grew up on my parents’ farm with five 
older brothers and sisters [he is the youngest by 12 years] and I was 
always mad about plants,” he says. 

He had space to make his own little garden and at weekends 
would set up a stall at the end of the drive and sell the plants he 
had propagated to passersby. There was one disastrous incident 
when he accidentally put petrol in a paraffin heater and burned 
down the greenhouse (and very nearly the house as well), but life 
at home was generally idyllic. 

In stark contrast, he had a miserable time at school. It was so bad 
that when his jaw was wired shut following an operation to correct 
an overgrowth in the bone, he just remembers the relief of not 
having to talk to anyone. “But at the end of every day, I'd set foot in 
the garden and be happy.” 

There was never any doubt that he would train to be a gardener. 
“My heart was set on Dublin Botanic. When I got accepted my 
mother and I danced around the kitchen like lunatics.” 

He loved every second of the course, studying hard and partying 
harder. He funded the social whirl with a flock of 40 sheep that he 
kept throughout his student years. 

Fresh out of college, he was appointed head gardener at the 
38-acre Airfield Estate in Dundrum, County Dublin. “T was also the 
only gardener for a long time. But it was wonderful. I lived in the 
gate lodge and gradually restored the gardens over the 11 years 
I spent there,” he says. 

Visitor numbers increased steadily and in time the business side 
of the garden began to take over. “I didn’t recognise what was 
happening until I took a trip to Worcester and visited Spetchley Park. 
The garden was a little ramshackle [it was subsequently renovated, in 
2013], but it was magical, and it sparked something in me. I sat there 


and made a list of what I really wanted to do — open a garden, run 
an educational centre, travel, lecture and write. Then I went back to 
Airfield and resigned.” 

That was in September 2004. A year earlier, his parents had given 
him 20 acres of the family farm and in May 2005 he welcomed the 
first paying visitors to Hunting Brook. “I made it clear this was a 
work in progress, not a finished garden, but people seemed to like it” 

He built a simple timber house at the heart of the site and 
surrounded it with beds full of large-scale planting combinations 
he describes as fiercely colourful and theatrically beautiful. 

Jimi’s achievements are even more impressive when you discover 
he has done it all himself. “Pve no choice. I don’t make enough 
money to employ another gardener.” He also finds the time to run 
classes on gardening, crafts and healthy eating. 

“And I educate myself by visiting other gardens, meeting other 
gardeners and going to seriously nerdy plant conferences,” he says. 
When he doesn’t have time to travel he roams the internet, looking 
at nurseries, touring gardens and conducting ‘virtual’ plant hunts. 
“Tf a plant catches my eye, I make it my mission to track it down.” 

Above all, he loves raising plants from seed. “When I open a seed 
catalogue I always look for the word ‘new. Even with a plant group 
I’ve never grown before, I'll still go for the new one. There is a thrill 
that comes from not knowing quite what will happen,” he says. 

He is currently excited by unusual foliage plants, and pushing the 
boundaries of what will survive in his garden. “I’m having fun with 
pseudopanax, scheffleras and oreopanax. I’m always trying 
something new. Nothing bores me more than a typical herbaceous 
border. I love colourful tapestries of craziness.” 

He also loves hats, yoga and 1970s disco music. “I’ve got a 
rebounder, which I set up in the garden first thing in the morning. 
Then I blast out club classics while I bounce up and down and 
contemplate a section of planting that I’m fine-tuning.” 

He is currently bouncing in front of a combination of exotic 
foliage and salvias, but by the time you read this, he will have moved 
his rebounder and his horticultural focus elsewhere. 5 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Hunting Brook Gardens, Lamb Hill, Blessington, Co Wicklow W91 
YK33, Republic of Ireland. Tel + 353 (0)872 856 601, huntingbrook.com 
Jimi runs monthly masterclasses in planting for keen gardeners and 
professional horticulturists. Visit the website for forthcoming dates. 


“Nothing bores me more than a typical herbaceous border. 
I love colourful tapestries of craziness” 
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horticultural who’s who 


Fresh and flavoursome 


Drawing on the legacy of the late Christopher Lloyd, 
Great Dixter’s new cookbook gathers together the favourite 
recipes of the current gardener-cook Aaron Bertelsen 


' " 
WORDS AARON'BERTELSEN PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREW MONT@OMERY 
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ay the name ‘Great Dixter’, and for most people what first springs to mind is the 
ornamental garden, with its bold, even shocking combinations of colour and texture 
and its exuberant planting. The Lloyd family — Nathaniel, Daisy and their six children — 
created the vegetable patch, along with the rest of the garden, when they arrived here at 
the start of the 20th century, and home-grown produce formed an important part of 
their diet, as Daisy Lloyd’s notebooks and recipes clearly show. Christopher, their 
youngest son, was to take over the house and garden and put both firmly on the map. 
In his later years, finding himself without a cook for the first time, he taught himself to 
cook and took great pleasure in producing delicious things made from his home-grown 
fruit and vegetables for both himself and his guests. 

Christopher believed in celebrating whatever was in season at the time, and that 
simple cooking was the best way to appreciate the flavour of just-picked peas, or a pear 
or plum left to ripen on the tree. Now I am the person responsible for looking after the 
vegetable garden and the kitchen, and my aim is similar: to make the most of what is in 
season and show it off at its best. This is one of the great joys of growing your own — to 
enjoy vegetables and fruit as they should taste, freshly picked and packed with flavour. 

I taught myself to cook out of necessity; living alone in my twenties, I was always in 
need of a good meal at the end of a hard day’s gardening. Over the years, I have come to 
develop my own style, which, if pushed, I would describe as simple, seasonal and 
resourceful — I like to use fresh produce from the garden (home-grown fruit and 
vegetables taste so much better than shop bought) and I do hate to waste the crops I have 
grown. Very often, too, fruit and vegetables take centre stage in my cooking. Smoothies 
are a breakfast staple, and soups, salads and vegetable tarts form the backbone of our [> 


great dixter cookbook 
* Cara 


aron's essential veg 


¢ Beetroot | grow several different 
cultivars. ‘Detroit’ has a great 

rich flavour and a mouth-feel like 

a waxy potato. It bakes brilliantly. 
‘Crimson Globe’ looks beautiful: 

itis slightly lighter in colour and 

has distinct rings that remain visible 
after cooking. But my favourite 

of favourites has to be ‘Boltardy’ 

It is an excellent doer and lives 

up to its name. 

¢ Broad beans ‘Aquadulce Claudia’ is 
the very definition of reliability, and 
seems to do well from an early sowing. 
If you are eager for an early harvest, 
try ‘Express’ which as its name 
suggests is very quick off the mark. 

* Carrots ‘Early Nantes’ does well in 
our soil and, living up to its name, 
crops early with an excellent flavour. 
‘Chantenay Red Cored’ is a French 
cultivar with a sweet flavour. 
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> lunches throughout the year. Where meat does appear, it plays a bit part rather than 
being star of the show. The connection between kitchen and the garden is one of the 
things that makes my job so fascinating. Every year brings something new and 
different. Both cooking and gardening offer tremendous scope for creativity, whether 
that is adding finely chopped rosemary to a loaf of bread or growing different types 
of beetroot in triangles next to each other to create a foliage pattern, or sowing cream- 
coloured marigolds next to dark-leaved lettuces. 

Growing produce and cooking on the scale that we do at Great Dixter takes a great 
deal of space, energy and time. But you do not need a large plot or a lot of money to 
experience the pleasure of growing your own. The key is to start with what you can 
manage so that it becomes a pleasure rather than a chore. 

Spring is the season to get going on your seed sowing. You will find the job of 
choosing seed much easier if you are diligent about making notes through the 
growing season, noting the variety, sowing dates and also where the seed came from. 
Anything that fails to germinate or perform well gets a line put through it. That way, 
when I come to choose my seed, I can see exactly what worked and what didn't. 

With some crops, such as carrots and beetroot, you should sow directly into the 
ground as they do not like to have their roots disturbed once they have reached a 
certain size — about 5cm across. With others, such as lettuce and spinach, it is a question 
of weighing up the pros and cons. Direct sowing means that you don’t have to spend 
time pricking out, but it also leaves you at the mercy of the elements and pests. 

To increase your chances of success, the first step is to prepare the soil well to get rid 
of large stones or clods that could sit on top of a seedling and stop it pushing its way 
out of the ground. Winter digging will give the frost a chance to break the soil down, 
and adding plenty of organic matter will improve the texture. I rotavate in spring, but 
you can just go over it with a garden fork. Finally, use a rake to give a good fine surface. 

Timing is also key: soil temperature needs to be around 7.5°C for seeds to 
germinate. You can use a thermometer to check this, but I do it by feel. Avoid sowing 
when the soil is too wet, as seeds can rot before they germinate. 

Sow seed in a shallow drill. As a rule, this should be about twice the depth of the 
seed. Sow thinly, then cover with soil. Label the row and water in the seeds using the 
fine rose on a watering can. In dry weather you will need to keep watering by hand 
until the seedlings are strong. You might need to thin them to avoid mildew and other 
problems associated with overcrowding and poor air circulation. 

Sowing under glass is my preferred method of sowing as it gives greater control 
and reduces waste. I sow most seeds in 12.5cm pots, then move them into plug trays 
when the first true leaves appear. Once the roots are visible at the bottom of the plugs, 
I prepare them for planting out by hardening them off. This means putting them 
outside during the day and bringing them back in at night or standing them in a cold 
frame with the glass propped open during the day. By the time the conditions are 
right for the plants to go out, they should be strong and healthy. o 


READER EVENT 
Join us on 5 June 2017 for our reader day at Great Dixter where author Aaron Bertelsen 
will offer tips on growing and cooking home-grown produce. See page 11 for details. 
READER OFFER 

The text and recipes are an extract from The Great Dixter Cookbook by 
Aaron Bertelsen (Phaidon, £24.95), ISBN 978-0714874005, published 
20 March 2017. To receive a 30 per cent discount on the book go to 
phaidon.com/dixter and use the code DX30 when prompted. 
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* Chicory | grow ‘Rossa di Treviso’ 
partly for the fantastic colour, which 
gives such a lift to a winter salad, but 
also because it is tough enough to 
keep growing in the colder months. 

* Courgettes | grow ‘Cube of Butter’ 
for its beautiful butter-yellow colour; 
‘Tiger Cross’ with green and cream 
stripes; and ‘Dunja’ a classic dark- 
green courgette, with good resistance 
to mildew and mosaic virus. 

* French beans ‘Cobra’ is the king 

of climbing French beans as far as 

I'm concerned. It is prolific, easy 

to grow and has the bonus of 
attractive flowers too. 

* Kale ‘Nero di Toscana’ ‘Scarlet 
Curled} ‘Precoce di Toscana 3} 
‘Winterbor’ and ‘Redbor’ are 

my regulars. 

¢ Leeks | grow ‘Musselburgh’ and the 
stockier ‘Lyon 2 Prizetaker’ which is 
perfect for stocks and slow-cooked 
dishes. Both do well on our soil and 
keep well all winter. 

* Lettuce ‘Little Gem is a tried-and- 
tested classic with great flavour and 
texture. ‘Chartwell’ performs faithfully, 
regardless of the weather, producing 
tight little heads that are so sweet you 
can eat them without dressing. ‘Devil’s 
Tongue’ is another favourite. It has a 
good flavour and a deep red/purple 
colour — very striking in a salad. 

* Peas | am very loyal to ‘Hurst Green 
Shaft’ —- Christopher always grew it, 
and it does well on Dixter soil. In 2015 
| added ‘Sugar Ann’ to my repertoire. 

* Potatoes ‘Picasso’ came out top for 
baking in our trials at Great Dixter. The 
knobbly tubers of ‘Pink Fir Apple’ have 
a nutty flavour and store extremely 
well; we use them for boiling and 
mashing throughout the winter. 

* Swiss chard | grow ‘Flamingo’ which 
has the most wonderful hot pink 
stalks and ribs, almost as if it has 
sucked up food colouring. 


* Turn the page for four fabulous recipes 
taken from The Great Dixter Cookbook. | 


great dixter cookbook 


‘By Sunday afternoon, my duties are 
over and I can venture into the garden al 
to do a little work there myself. AS : 
Meantime, from the garden’s produce, 
I have made artichoke and carrot soup. 
Leeks have accompanied boiled 
gammon, together with broad beans, 
frozen when really young, in mid-July 
last year. A huge salad was largely 
composed of home-grown ingredients... 
Allin all, not a bad link between garden 
and kitchen, gardener and cook’ 
Christopher Lloyd writing in Gardener Cook (2001) 
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Rhubarb tart 


SERVES 8 
¢ 375g chilled, sweet shortcrust pastry 
¢ 1kg rhubarb, chopped into 5cm pieces 
¢ 2tbsp demerara sugar 
¢ 120g caster sugar, plus extra 
for sprinkling (optional) 
¢ Flour, for dusting 
¢ Butter, for greasing 


Make this the day before so that the flavours 
soak into the pastry, or eat it immediately with 
cream, custard or ice-cream. 

Preheat the oven to 190°C/375°F/Gas 5, 
placing an oven rack in the lower part of it. 
Butter a 25cm loose-bottom tart pan. Roll out 
the pastry thinly on a lightly floured work 
surface and use to line the prepared pan. 

If using spring rhubarb, arrange it in the 
pastry case and sprinkle with the demerara 
sugar. If not using spring rhubarb, put the 
caster sugar and 200ml water into a pan and 
stir together over medium heat until the sugar 
dissolves. Bring to a gentle boil, then add the 
chopped rhubarb and simmer for 1 minute — 
you don’t want it to lose its shape. Drain the 
rhubarb, then arrange inside the pastry case. 

Place the filled case on a baking sheet and 
bake on a low oven rack for 40 minutes. 
Remove from the oven and slip off the outer 
ring, leaving the tart on the base. Return to 
the oven on the baking sheet for another 5-10 
minutes so that the sides get really crisp. Slide 
on to a plate and sprinkle with caster sugar, if 
desired. Cool before serving. 
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Pickled pears 


MAKES 3 x 450g JARS 

* 900g pears, peeled, cored and sliced 

¢ 425ml apple cider vinegar 

« 450g caster sugar 

* 1 cinnamon stick 

* 10 cloves 

¢ Thumb-size piece of stem ginger, sliced 


It was my friend Tom Coward, head gardener 
at Gravetye Manor, who first introduced me 
to this lovely preserve. There are lots of 
recipes for pickled pears, but some take up to 
a week to prepare. This version can be made 
in an evening, and I have found the results to 
be just as good, though it is best left for a 
month before eating so that the flavours can 
really penetrate the fruit. Use pears that still 
have some bite, but not so much that you 
cannot get your teeth into them, and make 
sure you reduce the liquid well to intensify the 
flavour. The pears go well with blue cheese. 
Put all the ingredients into a pan with 
850ml water and cook slowly until the pears 
start to soften, but only just (about 10 
minutes). You want them to retain a bit of 
bite. Using a slotted spoon, transfer the 
pears to a colander and set aside to drain. 
Meanwhile, increase the heat under the 
syrup left in the pan and boil rapidly for 
15 minutes, or until it has reduced by about a 
third and thickened slightly. Pack the fruit 
into warm, sterilised jars and pour in enough 
hot syrup to cover. Seal immediately and store 
for a month before eating. 


Crispy kale with 
sea salt and lemon 


SERVES 4 

¢ 165g whole kale leaves, tough stems and 
ribs removed, and torn or roughly 
chopped into 8-10cm pieces 

¢ Juice and grated zest of 1 lemon 

* 1tbsp olive oil 

* Yatsp salt 

¢ Y4tsp pepper 

¢ Dash cayenne pepper 


This recipe comes from a lady I got talking 
to one day when I was working in the 
garden. I tried it that same night and loved it. 
Since then, lots of friends have taken the 
recipe home with them after eating it here. 

It makes a fantastic side dish with grilled fish 
or chicken: the lemon really cuts through the 
oil and lightens the earthy flavour of the kale. 
It’s also a delicious appetiser with a chilled 
glass of wine or champagne before lunch or 
dinner. Note that it’s important to chop the 
kale yourself — the stuff sold in supermarkets 
is chopped too small. 

Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 4. 
Put the kale into a large bowl. Add the lemon 
juice, olive oil, cayenne pepper, salt and 
pepper and use your hands to massage the 
seasonings into the leaves. Lay them flat 
on a baking sheet and bake in the oven for 
10-15 minutes, turning halfway through, 
until crisp and lightly browned. 

Sprinkle the lemon zest over the crisps 
before serving. 


great dixter cookbook 


and Kumara salad 


ee ge - = ‘Itbsp runny honey salt and pepper. Transfer the sweet 


on 5tbsp olive oil potatoes to a roasting tray and bake for 
Gra ted zest and juice of 1 lemon 45 minutes, adding the pumpkin for the 


+ * 


last 20 minutes. Turn occasionally and 


~¢ Olive oil — TO SER [3 cook until golden and tender. For the 
Salt and pe| * 2 spring onions, finely chopped dressing, put all the ingredients, except the 
¢ * Small handful of flat-leaf parsley, lemon zest, into a blender and blend until 
"OR THE DRESSING ; finely chopped smooth. Add half the dressing to the warm 
Small handful each coriander vegetables. Toss and leave to cool. Before 
and mint , Preheat the oven to 180°C/350°F/Gas 4. serving, add the remaining dressing to the 


"2 Cloves garlic, crushed (minced) Put the pumpkin and sweet potatoesinto _- vegetables and sprinkle with spring 
D fresh ginger, peeled and grated separate bowls. Toss with some olive oil, onions, parsley and lemon zest. 


This page Athyrium otophorum var. okafu, 
with its bright yellowish-green} new growth 
that darkens With ages just,one of the 
multitude of ferns stocked at Fernatix. 


Opposite Fern friends Kerry Robinson (left) 
and Steven Fletcher amid the jungle-like 
foliage of their Suffolk nursery. 


specialist nursery 
Pi 

se 

“% al A 


~ 


ra pea, — ) s 4 7 s 
a@eFernatix byname, fanatics by nature — from their specialist 
nursery.in. Suffolk, owners*Steven Fletcher and Kerry Robinson are 
*2. able-to indulge their passion for pteridophytes‘s, 


hee . 
— Iya, @ 


" 


. a far - . - 
—— SWORDS JODIEJONES* PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


ity the would-be customer who 
once asked Steven Fletcher and Kerry 
Robinson when their ferns were going to 
flower. “We don’t suffer fools gladly,” says 
Steven. “I have been known to take a plant 
back out of someone’s hands if I don’t 
think they'll look after it properly. This is 
not just a business to us. We really are 
passionate about what we grow.” 

In the 15 years since Steven and Kerry 
started exhibiting they have won enough 
RHS Gold medals to paper half a wall in 
their loo — “although at first we did worry 
we wouldn't be good enough,” says Steven. 
Their first attempt was at the 2002 London 
Flower Show where they won Best Exhibitor. 

On a show circuit where pressed 
jeans or brass-buttoned blazers are the 
normal attire, the pair’s topiarised beards 
and Kerry’s assorted piercings have 
inevitably attracted attention, but no one 
minds what they look like when their 
ferns look this good. The shows are their 
shop front, and existing customers flock 
to pick up special orders while the newly 
smitten make impulse purchases from 
the amazing displays. 

All the plants are raised in the back garden 
of their Suffolk house, and visitors must 
make an appointment to visit the nursery. 
“There are only the two of us, and Kerry also 
works as a lorry driver, so if we chatted to the 


customers all day we wouldn't have anything 
to sell them,” says Steven. 

Trundling along the road between Diss 
and Needham Market, you know you have 
reached your destination when you spot a 
stand of lacy, fronded tree ferns waving over 
a garden fence. When you come to the heart 
of the operation — glasshouses, a polytunnel 
and row upon row of pot-grown ferns — the 
variety of size, form and colour is dazzling. 
“Many people have no idea how varied they 
can be,” says Steven. 

Almost everything Steven and Kerry 
offer is raised from spores. “My philosophy 
is that if I can buy something in, so can any 
other nursery, and then what’s the point of 
selling it?,” says Steven. “We’ve tried to build 
up a list of excellent varieties that will grow 
in a wide range of conditions, and there will 
always be something special for the serious 
enthusiasts. P’'ve got my favourites and if I 
don’t like something I won't grow it.” 

His first love was a Cyathea cooperi, which 
he spotted when he was staging a display for 
the Cambridge Orchid Society (back then he 
was a painter-decorator who grew orchids as 
a hobby). “We used ferns to fill in between 
our display plants. I was instantly attracted 
to the wonderfully hairy cyathea with its 
amazing croziers. It looked prehistoric.” 

Steven began collecting ferns in a small 
way, but soon found his passion growing, 


Steven’s guide to growing ferns 
Step-by-step instructions for cultivating your own plants 


It is quite easy to propagate 
ferns from spores. Just fill a 
perfectly clean seed tray with 
normal multi-purpose seed 
compost and flood it with 
boiling water from the kettle to 
sterilise. Allow it to cool, then 
sow spores on the surface and 
wrap tightly in cling film. Keep 
out of direct sun and wait for 
germination. It can take as long 
as six months, and the tray will 
get all mossy during this time, 
but you just have to be patient. 
Don't be tempted to peek or 
you will let bacteria in and 
moisture out. 


76 


Other tips 


and Kerry experienced a similar Damascene 
conversion. “The more you look at ferns, 
the more you see,” he says. They began 
exhibiting at competitions and shows and 
so the nursery gradually came into being. 

Growing from spores means they can try 
all sorts of unusual cultivars, and although 
they enjoy being the only nursery to stock a 
rarity, their esoteric idealism is tempered by 
a healthy dose of pragmatism. “If something 
takes decades to get to a saleable size, no one 
will want to pay what it costs,” says Steven. 

But they do have a loyal clientele who will 
wait until a longed-for speciality becomes 
available. Pteridomaniacs, like all serious 
plant enthusiasts, will go to great lengths to 
secure a prized cultivar and to keep it happy 
once they have taken possession. 

“We've got one customer who is mad 
about cyatheas,” says Steven. “His garden 
is full of them. He wraps them in electric 
warming cables to get them through the 
winter. God only knows what his electricity 
bill is like.” For every would-be customer 
who gets sent off with a flea in their ear, 
there is a loyal throng who know where to 
go when they want something special. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Address Stoke Ash, Suffolk P23 7EN. 
Website fernatix.co.uk 


¢ Dryopteris will adapt to the 
dry. These are also the most 
sun-tolerant ferns, although 
they may get bleached in full 
sun. Plant in September when 
the ground is warm and damp 
and the plants can establish 
plenty of root before the 
coming spring. You could add 
a bit of compost at planting 
time, but there’s no need to 
feed them. 

¢ Matteuceas and athyriums 
are moisture lovers, so add 

a good bit of organic matter 
when planting. They also 


benefit from full shade. They 
will survive a bit of sun but will 
never look their best. 

¢ Tree ferns are quite tender 
and need to be brought under 
glass in winter, where they can 
get really big. The toughest 
tree fern is Dicksonia antartica. 
We don't stock them, but 

we've got specimens in our 
garden that have survived at 
temperatures as low as -14°C. 
We just stuff a handful of oak 
leaves in the crown in winter 

— over-wrapping can actually 
cause them to rot. 
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specialist nursery 


Fernatix 


TS seat ferns 


Steven and Kerry’s recommendations 
for hardy garden ferns. 


1 Blechnum chilense 

Hearty evergreen fern with an upright habit. 
Spreads by underground rhizomes and, in 
rich and moist but well-drained soil, will 
form mighty clumps. 1.2m. AGM*. RHS H4, 
USDA 7b-11'. 


2 Dryopteris filix-mas ‘Crispa Cristata’ 
Excellent plant that prefers a moist 

and lightly shaded site, but will tolerate 
full sun provided it has plenty of water. 
1m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 


3 Athyrium ‘Ghost’ 

Natural hybrid with strikingly pale fronds 
flushed pale pink down the midribs. 
Grows best in a rich soil with plenty of 
humus or leaf mould, and will adapt 

well to life in a large pot. 75cm. AGM. 
RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 


4 Asplenium scolopendrium 
(Crispum Group) 

This hart’s tongue fern is a particularly 
attractive form that keeps its lush 
appearance through winter. Each frond 
has a distinctively crimped edge like 
the frill on a housemaid's cap. 

50cm. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


5 Osmunda regalis 

The royal fern is a truly impressive 
deciduous species with huge, bright-green 
fronds that turn bronze in autumn before 
dying back for the winter. Needs damp, 
preferably acid, soil. 2m. AGM. 

RHS H6, USDA 3a-10b. 


6 Dryopteris affinis ‘Cristata’ 
The so-called king of ferns is large, impressive 


= and, like most dryopteris, easy to grow. 
| Readily available and an excellent entry-level 


fern provided you have the space. 90cm. 
AGM. RHS H5, USDA 4a-9b. 


Turn over for more of Steven and Kerry's favourites [> 


7 Cyrtomium tukusicola 

An unusual fern that Steven and Kerry 
have succeeded in growing from spore. It 
is generally hard to track down, so if you do 
manage to find an example of this unusual 
form of the holly fern, you will be well 
rewarded. 45cm. 


8 Dryopteris dilatata ‘Crispa Whiteside’ 

A particularly good cultivar, with a more 
vertical habit than the species. It will stay 
green through all but the hardest of frosts. 
Dark scales along the stipe (stalks below the 
frond) contrast nicely with its bright-green 
foliage. 60cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 6a-9b. 


9 Dryopteris filix-mas 

‘Linearis Polydactyla’ 

Interesting form with crested fronds 
that are narrowed and widely spaced 

to give an unusual lacy effect. Relatively 
wind resistant and tolerant of drier sites. 
75cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 


10 Athyrium niponicum var. pictum 
The Japanese painted fern has elegant 
silvery fronds touched with rich maroon 
and a rather prostrate habit. Prefers a 
moist site in shade or part-shade. 
30-38cm. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 3a-8b. 


11 Asplenium trichomanes 

British native fern that is often found growing 
in walls in the wild. It is happy in well-drained 
conditions and will tolerate a fair degree of 
sun. 7-20cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


12 Onoclea sensibilis 

This arching fern, known as the sensitive 
fern, prefers a moist to quite wet site in 
shade or partial shade. Lovely by water, 
where it will spread on shallow rhizomes 
to make an easily controlled clump. 60cm. 
AGM. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
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13 Dryopteris erythrosora 

: Excellent addition to any fern collection. 

(OB Be ett hin > “eo ,: wee i ba The new growth is a surprisingly glossy red, 
2 : which gradually fades through bronze to 

green. Generally, it produces new growth 

throughout the season so it will always add 

a splash of colour to the garden. 60cm. 


AGM. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


14 Polystichum setiferum 

The soft-shield fern is a tough and amenable 
fern that should be part of any mixed 

fern border, although many of the named 
cultivars are also well worth growing. 

1.2m. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 6a-8b. 


15 Polystichum polyblepharum 

The Japanese tassle fern derives its 
common name from the golden hairs 
that hang down from the tips of its 
arching fronds. Pretty and trouble-free 
fern for a shady or semi-shady area. 
45-60cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-8b. 


16 Gymnocarpium dryopteris ‘Plumosum’ 
This oak fern has delicate good looks that 
belie its robust constitution. Will grow best 
in a deep, rich soil with plenty of moisture. 
22-30cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 2a-8b. 


17 Adiantum aleuticum ‘Miss Sharples’ 
A large and elegant hardy maidenhair 
fern. With its thin black stems, it is very 
similar to Adiantum aleuticum, but leafier 
and generally a fuller and more appealing 
form. 45-60cm. RHS H7, USDA 2a-8b. 


18 Athyrium filix-femina ‘Frizelliae’ 
Given moist, humus-rich soil, this British 
native will form impressive shuttlecocks 
of fresh green that grow up to 1.5m high. 
It works particularly well on the banks of a 
sheltered stream or pond. 1-1.5m. AGM. 
RHS H7, USDA 4a-11. 


This stunning hazel dome was made on the ground and lifted, 
in one piece, on to vertical columns. The base of the dome is 
woven with a band of pussy willow, which catches the light most 
magically i inthe late winter and spring, before the soft greenery 
of swan- *hecked geurds climbs up in late summer. 


Part 3: Statement pieces’ 


: 


Once y you ‘ve mastered a few simple techniques f of Ne 
weaving and j joining materials together, ;the’only limit. to” 
what you can create i is your own imagination 


» WORDS KRISTY RAMAGE AND JACKY MILLS PHOTOGRAPHS JASON INGRAM 


)CATION BY KIND PERMISSION OF THE NATIONAL TRUST 


3. KRISTY RAMAGE; LC 
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Arbours and tunnels 


Using hazel, willow and birch you can create stunning structures that 
offer a sense of grandeur in places where a permanent building might 
be too much of a commitment. Their temporary status can also be 
seen as a great opportunity to experiment and have fun. 


One of the joys of creating your own structures is that they are never 
the same from one year to the next and can be both decorative and 
practical. This short arbour (1) supports climbing beans and also 
forms the entrance to a hedged enclosure within a kitchen garden. 

It can be made each year by pushing diametrically opposed pairs of 
birch branches into the ground. These are then arched over each other 
and held in place by loosely twisting the twiggy ends around each 
other. Birch can make particularly soft-looking structures that are 


garden structures 


pleasing to both the eye and the gripping tendrils of climbing plants. In 
the kitchen garden of Rockcliffe House in Gloucestershire [look out for 
our feature in the May 2017 issue of Gardens Illustrated], head 
gardener Thomas Unterdorfer and his gardener Rommel use hazel to 
build a series of arches for the kitchen garden (2). Rommel creates the 
pleasing vaulted shape by using four hazel rods to form a square 
footing, which is complemented by the simple decoration of the 
straight horizontals and lower single arch on each side that enclose the 
‘roof canopy’ Finishing flourishes, such as the loops that join the woven 
rows and crown the end arches of this woven hazel tunnel (3) in the 
walled gardens at Attingham Park, Shropshire, can add a wonderful 
element of whimsy. Such covered structures work just as well in a 
small garden, because they make great use of vertical space. 
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Boundary markers 


Design inspiration for structures can be found in many places, but 
looking at local architecture will help you create forms that will sit well 
in their specific location. By making these features yourself, there is an 
added opportunity to inject them with your own personality. 


Dead hedges (1) are traditionally created from the debris left over 
from forest clearance. Twiggy prunings, known as arisings, can be left 
to rot down between two parallel sides, which are made from longer 
branch wood woven between vertical stakes. This ancient form of 
hedging creates an ideal habitat for wildlife, especially birds and 
hedgehogs, while providing a convenient way to dispose of woody 


waste material that is unsuitable for the compost heap. Using carefully 


selected hazel rods, you can create more refined structures and 
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handsome fencing. At Hampton Court Castle in Herefordshire, tall 
pumpkin beds (2) are made in situ by pushing eight vertical hazel 
poles into the ground to form a square, then weaving horizontal rods 
between them. Allowing extra length at both ends of each rod makes 
the weaving easier, before neatly trimming at the corners when 
finished. Solid poles, such as chestnut and ash, have limited weaving 


power, but can be split vertically using a billhook to increase pliability; 


even thicker material can be ‘cleft’ or split with an axe. Cleft chestnut 
is used at Great Dixter, in East Sussex, to make hurdles, which are 
used for everything from containing livestock to supporting 
herbaceous plants in the borders. At The Pant near Abergavenny, 
carpenter Morgan Allen (wholewooddesigns. com) uses cleft ash to 


make elegant panels (3) for training espalier fruit against stone walls. 
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garden structures 


asserting your own style. Given the freedom that working. with happened to me when | was making this gate, the design of 
materials such as hazel and willow allows, it’s surprising how which owes much to the one in our local churchyard. 


~~ “a 
~ Gardens to-visit: With. = 
Dirational S Lruct 


« ‘Dinmoré, Leominster, H 
\ “Tel 01568 797676, hamptoncourt or, 
“ “The | Pant, Fforest Coal Pit, = E ‘ 
~ Abergavenny, Gwent NP77ET. 
Open, by appointment for private tours. 
Contact camilla@camillaswift.co.uk 
¢ Prieuré Notre-Dame d’Orsan, 


18170 Maisonnais, France. 

Tel +33 (0)2 48 56 27 50, prieuredorsan.com 
* Rockcliffe House, Upper Slaughter, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL54. 2JW. 
Open 7 and 28 June for NGS. ngs.org.uk 


Stylish support 


When youre creating eye-catching support structures, not only should 
you to consider the style and atmosphere of your garden, but also the 
habit and character of the plants they will support. Observing how a 
plant grows will generally suggest the best form of support. 


Fruit trees can look fabulous when trained against a wall, but a free- 
standing, goblet-trained apple (1) allows the form of the plant to 
dominate. Simple hazel verticals, held in place with woven willow at the 
top and bottom, offer a discrete framework on to which the branches 
of the tree can be tied at regular intervals. Growing sweet peas ona 
simple cylinder (2) helps reduce the over-crowding that often occurs 
at the top of a traditional tepee. These hazel uprights are held in place 
with two twisted bands of willow, while peasticks are loosely woven 
through the uprights to create a twiggy support up which the sweet 


garden structures 
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peas love to climb. In a more refined environment a willow obelisk (3) 
may work better. The fine, woven textures here are a good match for 
the sophisticated pale lilac of Clematis ‘Prince Charles; which twines its 
way neatly between the lattice work of the structure. This deciduous 
vine is cut back hard in February; a more vigorous clematis would 
overwhelm such a delicate structure and work better on a hazel tripod. 
All of these structures bring to the garden a sense of the gardener’s 
care and involvement. There is great satisfaction in creating something 
that belongs uniquely to your own garden but is also part of a long 
tradition. Early woodcuts show gardeners hard at work using these 
same natural materials to make fences and gates, or arbours and 
delicate woven supports for treasured plants in pots. They too would 
have stood back at the end of the day, a little more calloused of hand 
perhaps, but no doubt pleased by what their efforts had produced. 0 
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the London C 


Design our aim is to provide world-class, 
inspirational garden design ce’ 


Our one year Garden Design Diploma 
was created to enable students to learn 
from the very best in the profession.” ; 


Our students have consistently won the Society of 
Garden Designers’ prestigious ‘Student of the Year 
Award’ competition and recent graduates have won 
medals at RHS Shows. 


We now also offer an intensive 6 month Planting Design 
Course delivered by some of the Uk’s leading planting 
design specialists including Nigel Dunnett, Jo Thompson, 
James Basson and Rosy Hardy. 


With classes at the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew and 
short courses at RHS Garden Wisley and other venues 
you can be sure to get inspirational teaching from 
world-class designers in the heart of London. 


" £ LONDON CONTACT US 
= | +44 (0)1483 762955 


= GARDEN info@lcgd.org.uk 
G Dy DESIGN Iegd.org.uk 


ALLETT 


Yauwnmeuers of the finest quality 
Create a Beautiful Striped Lawn with Allett Lawnmowers 


We take pride in our heritage, we are a wholly British owned 
company ,which for over 50 years has specialised in the design 
and manufacture of precision, petrol & electric cylinder 
lawnmowers for the creation of beautiful ornamental lawns. 


SE Please visit: www.allett.co.uk 
FESS or call 01889 271 503 for further product information Fi Od 


Follow us on Facebook & Twitter for details on how to enter our 2017 Stripe competition 


Design update, ideas and sourcebook 
UPDATE COMPILED BY ANNIE GATTI 
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Follow Cornwall’s Spring Story for the Magnolia season 


The moment Cornish Magnolias flower, spring has arrived in England 


The Nare is considered by many to be Cornwall’s most comfortable hotel and is the ideal location from which to visit 
Cornwall’s Great Gardens, particularly in February /March when the early Magnolias are in full bloom. The Nare 
founded the Cornwall Spring Story to show that spring really does come to Cornwall first. Last year the arrival of 
spring was announced on 12th February. When will it be this year? Follow the progress of the magnificent Magnolia 
campbellii on Twitter @Gr8Gardens or at www.narehotel.co.uk/springstory. 


iy, : Veryan-in-Roseland Near St Mawes Cornwall he! Vare 
it 4 stay@narehotel.co.uk www.narehotel.co.uk 
Tel 01872 50 11 11 The country house hotel by the sea 


iS) 2. The GARDEN 
TENDERCARE NA Garden SS e 


CROWN PAVILIONS | HS Buildings “Y TRELLIS Co. 
; Sees SpA, j 


* SHOWCASE FOR OUTDOOR LIVING * UNDERCOVER SHOW GARDENS * GARDEN BUILDINGS 
¢ 18 ACRES OF MATURE SHRUBS AND TREES * VERTICAL GARDENS ~~ * DESIGN SERVICES 
¢ LANDSCAPE SERVICES ¢ PLANTING & WARRANTY ¢ FLEXIBLE DELIVERY & OFFLOADING 


WAI MING NG, ONE-WORLD DESIGN ARCHITECTS, JO THOMPSON 


design update 


GARDEN ROOM 

A study in cork 

Anew design for a garden room by London architects 
Surman Weston uses cork cladding for thermal and 
acoustic insulation. The studio, ina compact north 
London garden, has a floor space of just 13 square 
metres but cantilevered worktops allow room for two 
workstations, while a generous skylight floods the 
room with natural light. A sedum roof softens its 
impact from above. surmanweston.com 


URBAN IMPROVEMENT 

Bridging the gap 

Plans for a garden walkway on Barnes 
Railway Bridge in London have been 
drawn up by architectural practice 
One-World Design. The green 


promenade is planned for an unused 
part of the bridge, which crosses the 
Thames between Barnes and Chiswick, 
and could feature trees grown in 


planters and a living screen to separate 
the walkway from the railway line. It’s 
the brainchild of local resident Peter 
Barnes who has played a key role in the 
Victorian bridge's restoration. The next 
step will be to carry out a feasibility 
study. one-worlddesign.co.uk 


NEW GARDEN 

Into a spin 

Anew design has been commissioned 
by the RHS for the Spiral Garden at 
Rosemoor in Devon. Designer Jo 
Thompson has worked with the damp 
site, which sits towards the bottom of a 
slope, by channelling the water into 
organic shaped rills. The longest of these 
flows into an area of bog planting with a 
cool colour scheme that will be a restful 
contrast to the hues in the nearby Hot 
Garden. Generous sandstone terraces 
will allow visitors to circulate. Work is 
planned to begin at the end of this year. 
rhs.org.uk/gardens/rosemoor 
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If you're visiting the American 
Midwest this spring or summer, 
don't miss Ai Weiwei at Meijer 
Gardens: Natural State at the 
Frederik Meijer Gardens and 
Sculpture Park in Michigan. The 
landmark exhibition features 30 
of the sculptor’s works, including 
lron Tree, his largest and most 
complex outdoor sculpture to 
date, which was installed in the 
gardens in 2015. Until 20 August, 
meijergardens.org 

Learn how to make structures 
out of living willow with Surrey 
willow weaver Nicki Rowling in a 
series of short workshops at 
RHS Gardens Wisley. From 


Space to unwind 

Plans to create an 800-acre Forest Park 
on the edge of Manchester have been 
announced by the charity City of Trees. Ten 
years ago thousands of trees were plantedon __ other parts of the city and it’s hoped it will 


trees, creating wildflower meadows and 
establishing orchards and edible hedgerows. 
Paths and cycle ways will link the park with 


the former industrial site and now the charity _ include space for culture and the arts. 


wants to develop the space by planting more cityoftrees.org.uk/cityforestparkmcr 


Winning curves 

A design by Lulu Urghart and 
Adam Hunt, in collaboration 
with Susan Campbell, to 
transform the Tudor Walled 
Kitchen Garden at London's 
Fulham Palace, has won the 
Historic Garden Restoration 
award at the 2016 Society of 
Garden Designers Awards. 
The productive organic garden 
features reinstated curved 


glasshouses and a new knot 
garden layout. sgd.org.uk 


8 March. Tel 020 3176 5830, 
rhs.org.uk/gardens/wisley 

Make a date to visit an 
extraordinary two-acre garden in 
the Cambridgeshire village of 
Balsham, which opens for the 
first time for the NGS on 
26 March. The tree-rich garden 
has a yew maze, planted in the 
shape of a treble clef, and paved 
areas shaped like French horns, 
and also features spring bulbs, a 
wildflower meadow and modern 
sculptures. 2a Nine Chimneys 
Lane, Balsham, Cambridgeshire 
CB214ES. Also open 25 June, and 
by appointment. ngs.org.uk 

A competition to design a Main 
Avenue garden at RHS Chelsea 
Flower Show 2020, to celebrate 
the centenary of Welwyn Garden 
City, has been announced. 
Submissions must be received by 
31 March 2017. See sgd.org.uk/ 
industry-news for details. 

Book now to secure your place 
on tours of some stunning 
private gardens opening in May 
and June to raise money for the 
gardeners’ charity Perennial. 
This year’s highlights include 
Tirley Garth in Cheshire (17 May), 
Barnett Hill in Surrey (1 June) 
and Mount St John in Yorkshire 
(16 June). perennial.org.uk 
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Ga Own house brand 


1 Scandi cool 

You have to hand it to those 
Swedes — their buildings can 
be pretty impressive. This is a 
case in point: half timber 
building, half greenhouse, the 
idea is to be as sustainable as 
possible, with large beds 
nourished by recycled waste. 
And it comes with amazing 
views over Lake Vattern. 


2 Start small 

An excellent solution for the 
smaller garden: this potting 
shed from Gabriel Ash 
combines a tool shed with a 
tiny lean-to greenhouse. You 
may not manage to grow 
everything your heart ever 
desired, but at least you can 
make a start without 
surrendering valuable 
storage space. 


James Alexander-Sinclair 
is a garden designer, writer, 
broadcaster and founder 

of into-gardens.com. He has 
served on the RHS Council 
for the past five years. 


Clear advantages 


Which of us has never turned green with envy over an 
impeccably ordered greenhouse? James Alexander-Sinclair 
covets the grown-up gardener’s ultimate accessory 


WORDS JAMES ALEXANDER-SINCLAIR 


ULF CELANDER 


ideas 


— NARCH TECTS 


ES WHITE, , ALITEX LTD, MARK BOLTON, D VOOE 


JAM 


islodging the crisped remains of last autumn’s leaf fall, 


she pressed lightly on the old door, which swung open 

with a groan of relief. She stepped through and stopped, 
mesmerised by the lichened glasshouse that leaned, exhausted, 
against the mellow brick walls. Just visible through the tumbling vine 
a tousled gardener could be seen tending to his cuttings. “Monty,” she 
breathed as he turned his gentian-blue eyes upon her, and she knew 
that this was the beginning of something wonderful...’ There, a bit 
of romantic fiction. What better way to start a piece about that most 
covetable of garden accessories, the greenhouse? 

A greenhouse is capable of inspiring more garden envy than 
anything else. Other people may have sickeningly perfect borders, 
or gobsmackingly green lawns, but to wander into a perfectly 
organised greenhouse smelling of warm humidity is a different 


3 In your dreams 
This is everybody's vision of a 
dreamy glasshouse: more 
than enough space for 
everything and a rather 
wonderful surrounding garden. 
Designed, constructed and 
erected by Alitex, it is so smart 
that nobody would ever dare 
leave empty compost bags 
and old pots shoved under 

the potting benches. 


4 Glory days 

Once upon atime, all walled 
gardens looked like this, with 
elegantly stepped glasshouses 
along the sun-warmed walls. 
Housing everything from 
pineapples to winter-flowering 
house plants and glowing 
tomatoes, this survivor can 

be found at Miserden Nursery 
in Gloucestershire. 


5 Shady character 
This is not strictly speaking a 
glasshouse; rather, it is made 
of mesh and is intended to 
nurture shady woodland 
species, so the idea of hot 
sun and glass is complete 
anathema. The trees go 
straight through the mesh 
and the house covers an entire 
glade. It was designed by 
Divooe Zein Architects for 

a site in Taiwan. 


experience. The first time I peered into the glasshouses at West 
Dean Gardens in Sussex, I was consumed by covetous awe at the 
serried rows of chillies and perfectly trained cordons of tomatoes. 
It was a truly life-enhancing moment. I have only recently acquired 
a greenhouse of my own and, although I am resigned to the reality 
that it will never measure up to the one at West Dean, it does give 
me enormous pleasure. Cuttings are taken, succulents are sheltered 
and cucumbers are grown. After progressing from sunflower 
competitions to window boxes to mixed borders, the next logical 
step is to own a greenhouse of one’s own. 

I suppose that the father of the glasshouse is the extraordinary 
Joseph Paxton, who started off at Chatsworth, in Derbyshire, 
building forcing frames and finished by designing the Crystal 
Palace in Hyde Park, London (his original design sketched out [> 
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6 Place to callhome 
This is in the excellent walled 
garden at Kelmarsh Hall in 
Northamptonshire where the 
interior designer Nancy 
Lancaster lived, decorated and 
gardened in the early 20th 
century. It is half glasshouse 
and half gardener's cottage. 
Nowadays the walled garden 
has fewer vegetables, but is 
packed with an extraordinarily 
colourful fandango of dahlias. 


7 Pure and simple 
| really like this idea from Pure 
Greenhouses: a glasshouse 
with no timbers, rafters or 
struts. Just thick slabs of glass 
held together with chunky 
stainless-steel fixings. Not 
really one for the traditionalists, 
but a perfect companion to the 
smaller, more modern garden. 


8 Space-saver 

Not all greenhouses have to be 
rectangular. This is a very 
handsome gothic arched house 
by Serres et Ferronneries 
d’Antan (French, obviously). 
This is the Petite Potagére 
model, which comes with very 
elegant bamboo blinds to 


protect your seedlings from the 
midday sun. This is a really 
good solution for the 
space-strapped gardener. 


> ona blotter can still be seen at the Victoria and Albert Museum). 
He was one of those Victorian polymaths who did all this as well as 
publishing a magazine and being a Member of Parliament. 

Greenhouses come in different guises, depending on what they 
are for, what you want them to look like and how handy you are 
with a power tool. Basically, you can break them down into three 
categories: the spiffy, the practical and the homemade. 

The first are those purveyed in large glossy advertisements and 
on trade stands at Chelsea. I mention no names, but you can guess 
who the manufacturers are: their buildings are beautifully made 
and quite expensive. They straddle the gap between greenhouse 
and conservatory and can be used for both lounging around on 
rattan sofas sipping brandy alexanders and for serious plant 
growing. These are the direct descendants of the old Victorian 


greenhouses and can be fitted out with underfloor heating pipes 


and all manner of curlicues. The practical variety are made of 
sensible things, such as cedar or naked aluminium. They may 
not be pretty enough to be the focal point of a vista or the 
centrepiece of a walled garden, but that is not really their 
purpose: these are businesslike structures that are designed purely 
for growing tomatoes or nurturing cuttings. The homemade, 
meanwhile, are often found on allotments and are a mixture of 
ingenious craftsmanship and upcycled materials. Rejected window 
frames and floorboards rescued from skips are miraculously 
transformed: charming, but not always weatherproof. 

The siting of your greenhouse is very important: try not to put it 
under a tree and avoid slopes, which make construction tricky. If you 
are growing standard summer crops, it is best to run it north to 


94 


CHRIS TONNESEN 


south, as this will give equal sunshine on both sides and may stop 
overheating. If you need maximum light all year round (perhaps for 
alpines), site it east to west for the best light on dingy winter days. 

If you have always yearned for somewhere warm to cosset your 
cotyledons or grow more tomatoes than you could ever eat, you 
need a greenhouse. Life is short: greenhouses are a healthy 
extravagance, not at all fattening and are good for the soul. 
Provided you throw no stones. o 


_~ READER EVENT 

Don't miss James's talk on Sex, Death and Gardens at 
the Gardens Illustrated Festival, 25-26 March 2017. See 
page 9 or go to gardensfestival.com for details. 


design ideas 


9 Upcycled chic 

A perfect example of the craft 
of scavenging. Assorted 
mismatched doors and 
window frames have been 
given a lick of paint and 
reassembled into a 
greenhouse that is not 

only functional but postitively 
joyful. Perhaps a bit out 

of place outside a chateau, 
but absolutely perfect 

for an allotment. 


10 Outside in 


Itis a great idea to have a 
greenhouse inside a building — 
it gives you extra insulation. 
Here, the greenhouse covers 
the stairs and is populated by 
lots of plants dangling like 
stranded abseilers from the 
ceiling. It may not be the best 
idea for the average house, but 
it works well for the Vakst 
Restaurant in Copenhagen. 


Further reading 


The Greenhouse Expert by 
Dr DG Hessayon (Expert, 1994) 
— great for the beginner. 


Vegetables and Herbs for the 
Greenhouse and Polytunnel by 
Klaus Laitenberger (Right Way, 
2013) — how to grow tasty 
year-round produce. 


Where to buy 


* Alitex 

Tel 01730 826900, alitex.co.uk 

* Gabriel Ash 

Tel 01829 271890, gabrielash.com 
* Griffin Glasshouses 

Tel 01962 772512, griffinglasshouses.com 
Hartley Botanic 

Tel 01457 819155, hartley-botanic.co.uk 
Pure Greenhouses 

Tel 033 3200 5833, puregreenhouse.co.uk 
Serres et Ferronneries d’Antan 


Tel +33 (0)2 54 23 70 34, serresdantan.com/en/ 
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Your (Perfect 
GIES arelens 


Designed especially for you 


y a ans ar. eu, jum. we 


GRIFFIN GLASSHOUSES 


GLASSHOUSES OF DISTINCTION 


Perfection is just a call away... 


i= wwwegriffinglasshouses.com 
argos sandr gestae or call: 01962 772512 


COMPILED BY ALYS HURN 


Aa 


design sourcebook 


THE SHORT LIST 


Café culture 


Nine of the best occasional tables — perfect for a coffee break 


[i 


STACKABLE FRENCH CHIC ELEGANT 
Open Outdoor Table, Arc en Ciel Table, Grenen Table, 
£459, Aram, £195, Emu, £499, Skagerak, 
020 7557 7557, aram.co.uk 020 7352 5656, chelseagardener.com 020 7823 8874, skandium.com 


UNIQUE DESIGN BALCONY SHELF LUXURY 
Steel Balcony Folding Table, Balkonzept Supplement Table, Adelaide Table, 
£125, Manufactum, £134, Rephorm, £399, BoConcept, 
0800 096 0938, manufactum.co.uk 020 7692 4001, madeindesign.co.uk +45 7013 1366, boconcept.com 


KA 


SIMPLE TEAK CHOICE OF COLOURS SEMI-CIRCULAR 
Tennessee ECO Side Table, Bistro Round Table, in aubergine, Askholmen, 
£82.99, Wayfair, £139, Fermob, £15, Ikea, 
0800 169 0423, wayfair.co.uk 01543 481414, lamaisonbleue.co.uk 020 3645 0015, ikea.com 
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The second Gardens Illustrated Festival, on 25-26 
March, is the perfect way to get the gardening season 
off to a great start. Set in the stunning grounds 

of Westonbirt School, near the Cotswold town of 
Tetbury, the two-day Festival offers garden lovers the 
chance to enjoy inspiring talks by some of the biggest 
names in horticulture and garden design, as well as 
browse the vintage marquee offering both plants and 
a vast array of gardening goods and crafts including 
those featured here and many more. 


NIWAKI LTD — STANDS 8 & 25 


Niwaki are renowned for the quality of their products — the 
| material, the craftsmanship and the usability. It all began when 
_ founder Jake Hobson went to Japan ‘to see the cherry blossom’ 
and never really came back. Time spent working at a tree nursery 

in Osaka introduced him to three-legged tripod ladders and the 
simplicity of Japanese secateurs, and from there the idea grew into 
what Niwaki is today — great stuff from Japan. 

We'll be showing the Niwaki Tripod Ladders and the core range 

__ of Pruning and Garden Tools, including hand forged secateurs, 
topiary clippers and shears as well as the mighty Hori Hori and 
other essentials for the garden. 


TEL 01747 445059 WEB niwaki.com 


Niwaki- 


Great stuff from Japan 


HARDY'S COTTAGE GARDEN PLANTS 
— STAND 66 


Specialist growers of herbaceous perennials. 

With over 1,000 varieties we have something for everyone, 
from complete beginner to seasoned gardener, all are welcome. 
Adding a splash of colour to life. 

Winner of 21 Chelsea gold medals. 

Open from 1 March-30 September, 10am-5pm daily. 

1-31 October, 10am-4pm Monday-Friday. 


ADDRESS Priory Lane, Freefolk Priors, 
Whitchurch, Hampshire RG28 7FA 
TEL 01256 896533 WEB hardys-plants.co.uk 


ARCHITECTURAL 
HERITAGE — STAND 31 


Inspired by period design and 
created in traditional materials by 
craftsmen who care, we are proud 
to present our garden ornament 
2017 catalogue. We have extended 
our copper planter and Arts & 
Crafts inspired Quercus Robur 
oak furniture collections, which 
are presented alongside our 
classic range of seating, sundials, 
fountains and pool surrounds. 


TEL 01386 584414 
WEB architectural-heritage.co.uk 
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MACGREGOR 
& MICHAEL — STAND 5 


Neil MacGregor and Valerie 
Michael design and make 
leather goods in their workshop 
at 37 Silver Street, Tetbury. 
Everything is made by hand 
using best quality leathers. 
Range includes folding stools 
(carry seats), picnic blanket 
carriers, basket bags, garden tool 
pouches, belts, purses, and bags. 
Visit us at table 5. 


TEL 01666 502179 
WEB macgregorandmichael.co.uk 


GAZE BURVILL — BRITAIN’S FINEST OUTDOOR 
FURNITURE & KITCHENS — STAND 54 


When the Court Seat first arrived on the scene a quarter of a 
century ago, it was a truly innovative piece, which embraced a new 
environmental ethos, by the choice of prime grade oak as its material. 
It celebrated skilled craftsmanship with its flared steam bent curves and 
fine jointing detail. It was also, to the delight of those who purchased 
one, beautifully comfortable. 

Christian Gaze'’s first design for Gaze Burvill, the Court Seat is now 
a classic of the modern outdoor landscape. It set the standard for the 
design integrity which is manifest in all Gaze Burvill furniture today. 

Close attention to detail is evident in all stages of making each 
individual piece: from sourcing the right wood, the judicious cutting 
of it, and, in the craftman’s hands, skilled steam-bending, and other 
processes, to finally fuming and finishing. This gives Gaze Burvill’s oak 
pieces, such as the Bar table and Stools shown above, their signature 
tactile quality and air of sculptural beauty. 

Because our design team, manufacturing base and offices are all 
in the same place, at Lodge Farm in East Tisted, Hampshire, we are 
uniquely well placed for special projects and bespoke work, and have a 
wealth of experience in designing and making project-specific pieces. 
Gaze Burvill has worked with the RHS, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, 
and several others, including many private gardens. 

The oak Gaze Burvill uses is of the highest quality, sourced from 
European forests, sustainably managed for over 100 years. 


ADDRESS Gave Burvill, Lodge Farm, 
East Tisted, Hampshire GU34 3QH 
TEL 01420 588444 WEB gazeburvill.com 


DAVID HARBER SCULPTURES -— STAND 52 


Award-winning sculpture that responds to its environment. David 
began his career making sundials and his fascination with celestial 
movements has always guided his work. Arguably it was something 
that was born in his blood — he is the direct descendant of John 
Blagrave, the Elizabethan mathematician and scientific instrument 
maker whose workshop was only a few miles from where David 
first started making sundials. 

Inspired by the elemental interaction of light, landscape and 
water, David uses contemporary design to create sculptures, 
sundials and water features. Using materials such as copper, bronze, 
stainless steel and stone, every piece is made in his Oxfordshire 
workshop where he has built up a team that possess exceptional 
breadth of knowledge and skill. 

These artworks are designed to evolve with the landscape, to 
change with the seasons and to interact with the environment, 
giving a true sense of place and time — ‘People with no time to 
spare become spellbound when you show them an altered reality in 
the fabric of a sculpture; he says, and this truly is one of the most 
important roles of art today: to force us to pause and contemplate. 

David's work can be viewed at his semi-permanent exhibition 
in the private gardens of Eaton Square but for the full experience, 
David will happily show you around his workshop and studio 
in Oxfordshire. 


>» 
ADDRESS Blewburton Barns, Hagbourne Road, 

Aston Upthorpe, Oxfordshire OX11 9EE 

TEL 01235 859300 WEB davidharber.com 
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GARBON GOLD) 


REAP WHAT YOU SOW 


FOR PERFECT PROPAGATION SOW IN OUR 
100% PEAT FREE ENRICHED BIOCHAR COMPOSTS 


ee; WWW.CARBONGOLD.COM & 


2” MUN TONS 
TRADITIONAL 


h Support your plants and climbers as they E3 Chelsea Flower Show 
: . ; : 23-27 May 2017 - Stand PW273 
come into growth with our beautiful mild steel 
supports. Now available in a Slimline 8mm Muntons at Cedar Nursery 


Horsley Road, Cobham, Surrey KT11 3JX 


Muntons at Architectural Plants 
Choose from arches & obelisks; supports for herbaceous Stane Street, North Heath, Puloorough RH20 1DJ 


clumps or individual peonies; Annabelle hydrangea supports; 


) range as well as our Traditional 12mm range. 


: : Muntons at Burford Garden Company 
clematis G rose cages; standard rose umbrellas; trellises; steel Shilton Road, Burford OX11 4PA 


stakes; step-over apple supports & vegetable cages 
. Hortus Loci 
| www.muntons.net 0800 130 3421 Hound Green, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8LO 
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Book reviews, crossword, back Issues, shop 
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-‘% here omthe steps at Sissinghurst'in 1960, are. 
featured in Lives of The Great Gaftleners by 
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Royal The only bespoke swing & bench 


Horticultural 


Society maker licensed by The RHS 


W G GRACE & SON LTD 


DESIGNERS & JOINERS OF 
TRADITIONAL GREENHOUSES 


Visit us online at sittingspiritually.co.uk 


or call us on 01297 443084 
Both standard range and bespoke Greenhouses 


to find out more and request a brochure: 
— Of Lyme Regis — 
Apne. Rage www.wggrace.co.uk or telephone 01647 252995 


exceptional 


at yOUr fingertips 


Folia Europe is pleased to announce that our great range is now 
available through our online shop - making it easier than ever to 
purchase everything you need for your latest project. 


“S 
SSrton> 


Professional Garden 


Consultancy Service 
Jane Bonney MCIHort. Dip. Hort. (Kew) 


Kew Gardens trained with over 35 years’ 


In our 24 years of trading, Folia Europe has been involved with the 


experience in horticulture including: widest and most prestigious client projec ing from blue chip 
commercial clients, garden designers and landscape architects ( 
Restoration and redevelopment, By using our years worth of experience, we provide our customers with 


nidest range of products < | as the highest quality goods available 


Management plans and schedules, 


, trees, shrubs - please visit our A-Z listing 

s such as mulch, turf, wild flower turf, compost and fertilisers 
ate and trade liomers all welcome 

ular stock ability upde 
Photographs to help you choose the right plants for 
your scheme 


Health & Safety, method statements 
and risk assessment. 


Contact jane@helixhortensis.co.uk 
or 07513 047163 


Order llex Aquifolium Alaska now while stocks last 


We are always willing to source the unusual items 


for full details see ae website: Why not get in touch with Folia... 


helixhortensis.co.uk 


J m 


Carnation 


Twigs Way 


CARNATION 
by Twigs Way 
Reaktion Books, £16 


ISBN 978-1780236346 


A well-researched, lively and often amusing 


survey of the different roles the carnation 


has played across many cultures. 


Reviewer John Hoyland is a writer and plantsman. 


Once a plant popular with 
both paupers and princes, the 
carnation is usually only seen 
today in cellophane-wrapped 
bouquets on petrol-station 
forecourts. Twigs Way’s book 
looks at the cultural, social and 
horticultural importance of 
these plants and reminds us 
how beautiful they, and other 
members of the genus, are. 

Dianthus includes 
carnations, sweet williams and 
pinks, although the distinction 
between them is sometimes 
muddied. Way describes the 
symbolism of pinks (the word 
is derived not from the colour 
of the flower but from the 
pinking on the edges of the 
petals) in early Christian 
painting as well as in Islamic 
art. She goes on to trace the use 
of the carnation’s image, from 
18th-century embroidery, to the 
lapels of Oscar Wilde’s 
supporters, and to adverts for 
evaporated milk. 

The most engaging aspects of 
the book are the lively accounts 


of the characters and 
organisations involved in the 
story of carnations. Nurserymen, 
amateur plant breeders and 
royal enthusiasts are all vividly 
brought to life. The book is filled 
with captivating stories, such as 
those about the Bacchanalian 
activities of some 18th-century 
carnation fanciers, and the 
tragedy of US President 
McKinley, who was assassinated 
minutes after giving away his 
lucky carnation buttonhole. 

The book is part of the 
‘Botanics’ series from Reaktion 
Books and, like the other books 
in the series, is not a gardening 
handbook. It won't explain how 
to cultivate Dianthus or what 
species and cultivars to grow. 
What it will do is give you a 
fascinating insight into the 
history of the flower, the 
important personalities in its 
story and the significance and 
meanings that the plant has 
acquired. It is a book that will 
breathe life into those sad 
forecourt bouquets. 


Book 


reviews 


BIZARRE BOTANY 
by Christina Harrison and 
Lauren Gardiner 


Kew Publishing, £10 
ISBN 978-1842466148 


An intriguing A to Z of botanical enquiry, 
packed with astonishing facts from the world 
of plants — and far beyond. 


Reviewer Ambra Edwards is a writer and garden historian. 


‘Surprise is the greatest gift 
which life can grant us, wrote 
the Russian poet and novelist 
Boris Pasternak. In which case, 
being a botanist at Kew must 
be the richest life on earth: 
every page of this intriguing 
book is packed with wonder. 
Did you know, for example, 
that six ginkgo trees continue 
to grow just a mile from the 
centre of Hiroshima, having 
survived the atomic blast? Or 
that some plants add caffeine 
to their nectar, to help 
honeybees remember where 
to find them? That there are 
plants that feed on worms, and 
others pollinated by gerbils? 
Who would have thought that 
a leaf could live for 500 years? 
Information ranges far and 
wide, taking in baking (how 
gluten affects the rise of bread), 
to ethnography (poisons, 
penis gourds and the origins 
of gin and tonic). ‘Going to 
Scarborough Fair’ turns 
out to be a euphemism for 
fornication. (A decoction of 


parsley, sage, rosemary and 
thyme was believed to induce 
abortion.) While a strand on 
Botany Heroes adds lesser- 
known female names, such 

as Harriet Margaret Louisa 
Bolus and Lilian Suzette Gibbs, 
to the roll call of the greats. 

This is a book that will 
delight not only plant lovers 
and naturalists, but quizzers, 
and collectors of wondrous 
new words (zoophilous, 
herbivory, pyroclastic, 
ultramaphic) — or indeed 
anyone over the age of ten 
with an enquiring mind. 

There is in-depth science 
here (the writers have drawn on 
the expertise of their colleagues 
at Kew), made briskly accessible 
in a tone that offers clarity 
without condescension. The 
alarming facts of how climate 
change and environmental 
degradation are decimating the 
plant kingdom are presented 
urgently, but without drama. So 
there is seriousness and 
scholarship in this book too. 
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ROCK GARDENING 
by Joseph Tychonievich 


Timber Press 
ISBN 978-1604695878 


A good read for anyone wishing to delve 
into the alpine world, with sound advice on 
many aspects of alpine gardening. 


Reviewer Annie Guilfoyle is a garden designer and writer. 


When asked to write a review 
for this book, I leapt at it. I love 
alpines, but really need to 
know more about them; I want 
to know why they are not more 
popular and am particularly 
interested in seeing them used 
in a contemporary context. I 
was hopeful that this book 
would answer these questions. 
Tychonievich writes with 
such enthusiasm that his 
passion is utterly infectious. 
From his opening line, ‘A warm 
welcome to the fascinating 
world of gardening among 
rocks; I felt as if I was being 
led by the hand, with him 
chatting excitedly beside me. 
He explains how alpine 
gardening is surging in 
popularity and how it suits the 
modern lifestyle (particularly 
where people have little time 
and space, such as the urban 
gardener with a small 
balcony), or those living in a 
challengingly dry climate. 
Tychonievich himself lives and 
gardens in the USA, but has 
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flitted back and forth across 
the Atlantic visiting a diverse 
range of rock gardens from 
Oregon to Lancashire. 

The book has been divided 
into three sections: Gardens, 
Techniques and Plants. Spread 
throughout the first section 
are useful information boxes 
covering subjects from ‘hiring 
a designer’ to ‘growing for 
show. Horticultural techniques 
and a range of alpine plants fill 
the next two sections. 

“My number one goal in 
writing this book was to go 
big and broad, not merely to 
write about how I rock garden 
in my specific climate here in 


Michigan, writes Tychonievich. 


This book is perfect for 
someone relatively new to 
alpine gardening, no matter 
which side of the Atlantic they 
live on, but I would have loved 
to have seen some examples 
of the more contemporary 
and unusual alpine gardens 
that are now emerging 

all around the world. 
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BUILD A BETTER 
VEGETABLE GARDEN: 

30 DIY PROJECTS TO 
IMPROVE YOUR HARVEST 


by Joyce Russell, 
photographs by Ben Russell 


Frances Lincoln 
ISBN 978-0711238428 


An introduction to woodworking focussed 
on the kitchen garden, combining practical 
advice with step-by-step projects. 


Reviewer Jojo Tulloh is a garden writer. 


If you are a practical person it 
can be galling to discover that 
there are some areas where you 
have no idea where to begin. 
Woodworking, unlike cookery 
or gardening, requires certain 
skills (not to mention tools) 
that deter the ignorant from 
just muddling through. This 
book offers focussed, practical 
advice and is aimed at the 
complete beginner. There is a 
good range of projects all made 
from scratch, from planters, to 
raised beds, to fruit cages and 
box planters. 

Produced by the husband 
and wife team behind the best 
selling The Polytunnel Book, 
this book aims to increase 
productivity by deterring pests, 
protecting crops and extending 
your growing season, while 
also providing growing advice 
and woodworking tips. 

Joyce describes herself 
as a ‘build it fast to fulfil the 
task kind of carpenter, while 
her husband, Ben, is more 
of a craftsman. Their book 


offers the best of both of 
these approaches. 

The introductory section on 
tools and techniques will help 
you understand what you need 
to get going. You learn which 
wood to buy, how to draw 
accurate lines, and to cut, level, 
and drill. The first project 
(creating support for broad 
beans), is simple but a good 
example of how well-built 
structures produce stronger 
plants. Some projects use hazel 
poles and other coppiced wood 
so you can practise your skills 
without spending a fortune on 
more expensive timber. Other 
useful projects include a simple 
poly-cloche tunnel made with 
galvanised pipe, and a copper- 
bottom cold frame. Clear 
instructions and step-by-step 
photographs illustrate every 
project. There is a good mix of 
practical versus more decorative 
projects and, aside from the 
money saved, the joy of making 
these things is that you can 
design them to fit your plot. 


twenty twenty 


contemporary art and craft 


ANGELA HARDING 


BLOCK PRINTING KIT 


if Learn a new, ¥ 


. creative skill } 
e High quality Swiss \ in 2017! 
made cutters \ 

* quality ‘Heritage’ 
paper 

* safewash ink 

* soft Japanese vinyl 

* newsprint for 
proofing 

¢ burnishing and ink 
spreading tools. 


‘Introduction to Printmaking’ by 
Angela Harding provides detailed 
instruction and lots of hints and tips 
to help you achieve great results. 


Buy online from twenty-twenty.co.uk 


TWENTY TWENTY GALLERY 01952 727952 


e Extensive range of 
forestry and specimen 
trees, shrubs and 
perennials. 


e Bare root and rootball 
stock available 
Nov - March. 


¢ Advice from our 
knowledgeable staff. 


¢ Competitive prices — 
discount for quantity. 


¢ Delivery nationwide. 


¢ Call today for quote. 
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We have a range of 
sturdy, steel Plant 
Supports made in UK, 
easy to dismantle, store, 
delivered to your door. 


r 5 ys 
2 bet jot 


www. supports4plants.com 


Garden Antiques 


www.]sgardens.co.uk 
01905 381679 / 07930 576881 


Book reviews 


Other books 


_ LIVES OF THE GREAT GARDENERS 
by Stephen Anderton 


Thames & Hudson, £24.95 
ISBN 978-0500518564 


An erudite and entertaining exploration of 
the lives of 40 great gardeners, set in the 
context of the age in which each lived. 


Biography of « Flower 
Helen O'Neill 


Reviewer Jodie Jones is a garden writer and editor. 


There is nothing like a list to get 
people going, and those who 
consider themselves experts will 
have a lovely time quibbling 
with Stephen Anderton's 
selection of just 40 great 
gardeners out of the many he 
could have picked from the past 
500 years. Should Claude Monet 
be included when Tom Stuart- 
Smith is not? Do Sir Edwin 
Lutyens and Gertrude Jekyll 
really warrant a chapter each? 
But Anderton knows his stuff, 
and makes a lively case for 
everyone he chooses to devote 
space to. Anderton is an 
engaging raconteur in person, 
and on paper he loses none of 
his lightness of touch. 

Rather than taking a 
chronological approach, he has 
divided the book into four 
thematic sections: Ideas, Straight 
Lines, Curves, Plantsmanship. 
This proves to be a most 
effective sorting mechanism, 
and brings together some 
interesting bedfellows. Wen 
Zhengming, a 15th-century 
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Chinese gardener, painter and 
poet; American President 
Thomas Jefferson; and 
flamboyant former V&A 
director Sir Roy Strong all meet 
in Gardens of Ideas. Gardens of 
Curves includes ‘Capability’ 
Brown (whom Anderton 
describes as being ‘in the right 
place at the right time’), 
Modernist visionary Thomas 
Church and steam enthusiast 
and creator of the island bed, 
Alan Bloom. 

Each biographical entry 
opens with a gloriously random 
list of events that occurred in the 
year in which each gardener was 
born and (where relevant) died. 
Much has been written about 
Hidcote, but who knew that its 
creator, Lawrence Johnston, died 
in the same year (1958) that 
Pope Pius XII declared St Clare 
the patron saint of television? 

Anyone interested in 
broadening their knowledge of 
garden history will find this a 
fascinating introduction to an 
absorbing subject. 
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HACKS 


OXFORD @ PLANTERS 


The finest in British outdoor joinery 


Designers and manufacturers of 


hardwood planters and garden furnishings 
www.oxfordplanters.co.uk 
info@oxfordplanters.co.uk 
01608 683022 


DUAL ACTION 


Strulch 


The Mineralised Straw Mulch 
for Organic Gardening 
with slug & snail deterrent 


As used on the Eden Project and by the RHS 
i‘ ~Z : Sa EEN 
Reduces weed growth by up to 95% 
ae 


Retains moisture around plants 
SSS VANES 


Enriches the soil and improves structure 


eK a ie eae 
Light, easy to use & lasts up to two years This neutral pH mulch 
» NS comes on pallets of 
| ~~ ae mn al 7 25 or 50x 150 Itr bags 


each covering 4.5 sqm 


Deters slugs & snails 
www-:strulch.co.uk Tel:01943 863610 
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~ Tall Dutch Planters 


Now £58.49 


Classic Planters & Troughs 
Now £32.99 


3 


eek. | 
| PlantsGalore 


Stockists of AFK Garden 
Exclusive Online Offers 


Vast Variety of Planters & Topiary 
01279 792869 


contact @plantsgaloreonline.co.uk 
www.plantagaloreonline.co.uk 


Buxus Spiral From £69.99 


PES SUP PORMS 


Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials, 
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England. 


www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure 


nF bi AALS: Wns 
Pe PEN TS ey i : 
a ie A Westonbir 
i Se BS” “ie National 
ek - Arboretum 


/WestonbirtArb ¢ www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt 
Email: westonbirt@forestry.gsi.gov.uk England” 


Westonbirt, The National Arboretum is 


0300 067 4890 cared for by the Forestry Commission 


Commission 


Gardin Nir 
SPRING 


Spring is the most 
exciting time for 
gardeners. Days are 
getting longer and signs 
of fresh growth are all 
around, tempting us back 
out into our gardens. 
Now is the perfect time to cut back winter 
shrubs and give your garden a tidy up before 
everything moves up a gear. It’s also the 
perfect time to start planning your gardening 
year, sowing seeds and planting summer 
bulbs. So, make the most of spring and get 
your gardening year off to a great start. 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


At Peter Nyssen we are dedicated to quality, value for money and 
customer care. We have an amazing range of summer flowering 

bulbs and plants from dahlia tubers, lilies, begonias, gladioli, ferns and 
grasses, an inspiring range of hardy perennials, such as agapanthus, 
heleniums, phlox and many more; we offer a comprehensive selection 
suitable for the herbaceous or prairie garden through to the cottage or 
contemporary garden, visit our website for garden inspiration. 


Web peternyssen.com 
Email info@peternyssen.com 
Tel 0161 747 4000 


Protor Nyssen” 


ALITEX LTD 


For a beautiful greenhouse structure with all the aesthetic charm of 

a traditional heritage structure that is also practical and accessible; 

an Alitex is the answer. If youre investing in a greenhouse for your 
nurtured garden, you want reassurance that the structure will last but 
also offer the best growing environment for your plants all year round. 


Alitex designs and manufactures their greenhouses and conservatories 
in powder-coated aluminium. Everything takes place at their factory 
in Hampshire using the best expertise and techniques available. The 
company has invested a lot in refining their design components to 
ensure their glasshouses not only look the best, but also offer the best 
growing environment. 


The refined design of an Alitex greenhouse will allow you to tailor 
your space to however you wish to use it, whatever type of gardener 
you are. Perhaps you want to overwinter your plants and propagate 
seedlings; lighting and heating will allow you to do this, and clever 
ventilation will allow you to enjoy your space even during high 
summer. Glasshouses shouldn't be seasonal. 


With an Alitex you can enjoy the space throughout the year and really 
observe the change in seasons and what interest and intrigue that 
brings to your garden. Take a look for yourself by arranging to visit 
their site and look round their structures, or you can request a 
brochure by visiting www.alitex.co.uk or email enquiries@alitex.co.uk. 


Web alitex.co.uk a\~= 


A LITE xX" 


GREENHOUSES AND CONSERVATORIES 


Email enquiries@alitex.co.uk 
Tel 01730 826900 


Call us Learn more 


01296 481220 osmouk.com 


artisan 


4) PLANT SUPPORTS 


rtisanpla 


Anti-Slip 
““ Decking Oil 


Weer nee cet 


ANTI-SLIP DECKING OIL: Highest quality top coat for wood decking 


v v v v v 
MICROPOROUS NATURAL SLIP-RESISTANT OlL-BASED| HIGH COVERAGE 


CARRIER COMPANY 

norfolk englane 

‘aimee SATURDAY 25TH & SUNDAY 26TH 
MARCH 2017 


ANTIQUES FAIR 
CHELTENHAM 
RACECOURSE 


ANTIQUES, FINE ART AND FURNITURE 
10:004"-5:00°™ 


CHELTENHAM RACECOURSE, 
CENTAUR, EVESHAM RD, GL50 4SH 


ADVANCED TICKET : £4 


www.clarke-events.com 
cheltenham@clarke-events.com | 07581 250 722 


fh = 19) 


Rural Workwear & Accessories. 
Handmade in Norfolk, England. 


carriercompany.co.uk 
+44 (0)1328 820699 
Church Farm House, Wighton, Norfolky NR2Z23 TAL) UK 


GARDENS 


ILLUSTRATED 


A selection of bespoke and hand-picked items for gardeners 
Visit our online store to accessorise with style 


\: Baker's twine 
This high-quality, biodegradable cotton 
twine comes in.two sizes and three 
charming colourways: brown and 
White;,grey and white; and burgundy. 
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Regular price 


To order call O: 
quoting code Gl245 


Terms & conditions All prices exclude P&P charges. Please allow 7 working days for delivery. *To receive the subscriber discount please have your subscriber code to hand. 
For postal orders please add your subscriber number to the back of your cheque. Your subscriber code can be found on the bag in which your magazine is posted. It begins with ‘GILL’ and includes 
6 digits. Subscriber price is for subscribers only. Your personal information will be used as set out in our Privacy Policy, which can be viewed at immediate.co.uk/privacy policy ‘The cost to call 0344 
numbers is the same as calling a normal local or national landline. If your tariff or call package offers free or inclusive calls to landlines, numbers starting with O03 will be included. 
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BUYING BACK ISSUES OF 


PRINT VERSION 
You can buy printed 
issues of the 
magazine published 
up to 12 months 
ago. See below 

for details. 


DIGITAL VERSION 
Save money when 
you subscribe to 
the digital edition — 
see page 36. 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


Cost from £9.50 each (inc p&p). Subscriber 
discounts available — see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


0844 8440253 +441795 414721 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete the order form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, 
PO Box 279, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 8DF. (You may photocopy this form.) 


SINGLE ISSUES 


copy/copies of issue(s) 


| would like to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 

LJ uk-£440 per copy 

LJ eu-£5.20 per copy 

LJ Rest of world - £6 per copy 


| would like to order 
SUBSCRIBERS 

| UK-£750 each 

L_] EU- £8.50 each 

LJ Rest of world - £9.50 each 


Gardens Illustrated for £ 


Visa [| 


GARDENS GARDENS 


NON-SUBSCRIBERS 

[| Uk-£5.50 per copy 

(_] EU- £6.50 per copy 

[_] Rest of world - £7.50 per copy 


CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 


slipcase(s) 


NON-SUBSCRIBERS 
[_] UK-£9.50 each 
(_] EU- £10.75 each 
UC] Rest of world — £12 each 


Postage & packaging is included in all prices. 


LJl enclose a cheque/international money order made payable to 


LJ! would like to pay by credit/debit card, please debit my card 
Mastercard i 


Maestro | 


Signature 


Post/Zip code 
Daytime tel no. 


Subscriber number (if applicable) 
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Expiry date [JL [_| [| Issue no. (Maestro only) [LJ 
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ACROSS 

7 Cordyline australis's common name 
— Brassica date tree? (7,4) 

9 Bitter-scented shrub starts to rot 
under earth (3) 

10 See 5 down 

11 Are they trained to come across 
with the fruit? (9) 

12 An early double snowdrop for 

a tragic Shakespearean lady (7) 

14 Group of fruit trees provides 
alternative beet (7) 

16 Twists like honeysuckle 

‘April’ perhaps, between the 
extremes of stems (7) 

18 Maple's winged fruits (7) 

21 Marks of pollen-receiving parts 

of flowers? (7) 

23 What the ‘Middlemist’s Red’ 
camellia is in danger of becoming (7) 
24 State of being unable to produce 
flowers indicates a lack of vision? (9) 
26 Academy Award for a 
red-flowering gladiolus! (5) 

28 Regard a seed-bud on a tuber (3) 
29 Genus of African violet — possibly 
an Asian tulip? (11) 


DOWN 

1 Iris sibirica with violet flowers... 
consists of ring and bar (4) 

2 An ornamental grass genus 


(formerly Stipa) revealed in 
overturned annual, less anther (8) 

3 Catmint genus affected by ant pee! (6) 
4 Catchfly plants of Silene or 

Lychnis genus (8) 

5/10 They mark the annual growth 
of elders, for example! (4,5) 

6 Untangled eg pot-bound roots — 
ribbed? (6) 

7 Single-stemmed fruit trees — 

wow, Monty's! (7) 

8 Possibly claim type of acid from 

eg apple juice (5) 

13 In Hythe | discover a yarrow 
cultivar with salmon-pink flowers (5) 
15 Protective item of clothing — 
professional briefly gets into one (5) 
17 A perennial grass genus — see 

arils distorted (8) 

19 Senior hospital nurse with a 
pink-flowering sedum (7) 

20 Genus of bristle grasses — twisted 
parasite lacking head (7) 

21 Seedsman, initially, competent to 
get an iris with inky-purple flowers (5) 
22 A yellow Calceolaria with a 

golden touch! (5) 

23 Genus of plants in banana family 
in immense terrarium (6) 

25 Holly found in Brazil expedition (4) 
27 Bamboo stem starts to curl under 
leaf mulch (4) 


SOLUTIONS TO THIS MONTH’S CROSSWORD WILL BE PRINTED NEXT MONTH 


FEBRUARY’S SOLUTION 


ACROSS 8 Lactuca 10 Dierama 11 Britannia 12 Coral 13 Bobby 14 Petal 15/22 New Guinea 
16 Spruces 19 Muscari 21 Veg 23 Lyric 25 Bears 26 Onion 27 Tanacetum 29 Erewhon 30 Rapture. 


DOWN 1 Club 2 Sugary 3 Catnip 4 Adiantum 5 Aesculus 6 Barren 7 Paulownias 9 Climber 
13 Bush violet 17 Calanthe 18 Serotina 20 Acanthus 24 Cynara 25 Bacopa 28 Mien. 


kes back 


Medical Secretary gives something 
back to research and treatment 


Sylvia's friends remembered her for her kind heart, and her strong 
desire to help others. Even though she suffered lifelong poor health, 
while also caring for her critically ill mother. 


But Sylvia did more than put on a brave face: she struck back against 
illness by working as a medical secretary, and following medical 
advances keenly. That's how she found out that with conditions such 
as stroke, the right treatment and back-up can make all the 
difference when given promptly. 


So it's not surprising Sylvia decided that one of the best things she 

could do would be to strike back again, by supporting the work of 

the Stroke Association — and leave us a generous gift in her Will. 

Today, we take time to remember her. Because Sylvia is still playing £7) 6, 
an important part in helping us create a future free of stroke, and 

turn around the lives of thousands of stroke survivors each year. association 


ote 


Together we can conquer stroke. 


Call 020 7566 1505 email legacy@stroke.org.uk or visit stroke.org.uk/legacy 


Registered office: Stroke Association House, 240 City Road, London EC1V 2PR. Registered as a Charity in England and Wales (No 211015) and in Scotland (SC037789). Also registered in Northern Ireland (XT33805), Isle of Man (No 945) 
and Jersey (NPO 369). Stroke Association is a Company Limited by Guarantee in England and Wales (No 61274) 
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THE NEC BIRMINGHAM 


6-8 APRIL 2017 


2 TICKETS FOR ONLY £28 
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YOUR FIRST 


High-performance gardenwear PURCHASE 

delivering unique functionality, a Re ae 

comfort and style Use code: GD1O 
Terms appl 


catalogue available 


01225 8515/7 Discover more at WWW.Qenus.gs 


www.garden-requisites.co.uk 


oR keder For The Serious 


ASA’ greenhouse Gardener 


Proven to withstand wind speeds of 140mph 


10 Year Guarantee Against UV Degradation Moss, mould, 
* Superior growing environment . 

* Unique bubble cladding giving excellent heat retention lichen and 

* Resistant against extreme weather conditions 


+ Excellent light transmission algae remover 


+ Low Maintenance 


* The strongest and warmest greenhouses for the serious 
gardener ——r —= Can be used on ANY outside surface! 


* Can be extended 
- Available in a wide range of sizes Just spray and walk away...our 

a product works so you don’t have to! 
Keder Greenhouses Limited 


Newtown, Offenham, Evesham, Worcestershire WR11 8RZ 
t: +44 (0) 1886 49094 sales@kedergreenhouse.co.uk www.wetandforget.co.uk 0 dcigecredachibd 


www.kedergreenhouse.co.uk YW @KederGreenhouse 0800 999 3309 CODE: GI20 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring gardens to visit 


As spring approaches, make time to visit this collection of stunning gardens 


ABBOTSBURY 


GARDENS 
A recent winner of the HHA/ 
Christie’s Garden of the Year Award 
and described by Alan Titchmarsh 
as ‘one of the finest gardens I have 
ever visited. Established in 1765 by 
the 1st Countess of Ilchester as a 
kitchen garden for her nearby castle. 
It has developed since then into a 
magnificent 30-acre tropical 
paradise with many exotic features 
including a Burma rope bridge. 


Address Bullers Way, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA 
Tel 01305 871387 

Web abbotsburygardens.co.uk 


THE BETH 

CHATTO GARDENS 
Beth Chatto remains one of the 
influential gardeners of our time. Her 
7.5 acre gardens attract garden and 
plant lovers from all over the world to 
see how she transformed a boggy 
wetland and gravel carpark into 
gardens that thrive because of the 
HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS conditions they grow in, not despite 
them. Open all year. Don't miss the 
Plant Festival 22-23 April: free garden 
entry, plant lectures, tours and more. 


Spring is a wonderful time to view the gardens as spectacular 
carpets of crocus and daffodils welcome visitors. Walls are covered in 
camellias and tulips are in full bloom, as are the rhododendrons, azaleas 


and wisteria. Spring bedding includes hyacinths, wallflowers and Address Elmstead Market 

pansies. See website for opening times and prices. Colchester, Essex CO7 7DB 

Address Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG Tel 01206 822007 

Tel 01732 865224 Web hevercastle.co.uk Web bethchatto.co.uk 
THE BISHOP’S 


PALACE & GARDENS 


Over 14 acres of spectacular gardens 
including picturesque, romantic, 
formal and Victorian styles, a wild 
flower arboretum, specimen trees, 
a contemporary Garden of 
Reflection and Community Garden 
alongside waterfalls, well pools, a 
moat with resident swans and a 
stunning medieval Palace. 

Dont miss the Rare Plant Fair on 

19 March. Open daily 10am-4pm. 


Address Off Market Place, 
Wells, Somerset BA5 2PD 
Tel 01749 988111 

Web bishopspalace.org.uk 


BLARNEY CASTLE 


Our 60 acres of gardens are a joy to explore. Visit the prehistoric Fern 
Garden, our deadly Poison Garden and our magical Rock Close. Make a wish 
on the famous wishing steps while the waterfall cascades alongside. Stroll by 
the lake and woodlands and see our magnificent collection of spring flowers 
in all their splendour. But don't forget to kiss the famous Blarney Stone! 


Address Blarney, Cork, Ireland 
Tel +353 21 438 5252 Web blarneycastle.ie 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Nursery Collection 


1. RV ROGER LTD 


Traditional third generation nursery, growing 
a huge range of heritage roses, fruit trees and 
hardy nursery stock in the Vale of Pickering, 
North Yorkshire. Multiple RHS Gold Medal 
awards. Plant Centre open all year round. 


rvroger.co.uk | 01751 472226 


5. THORNHAYES NURSERY 


For an extensive range of fruit and 
ornamental trees, hedging, shrubs and 
specimen magnolias. Consultancy advice 
from Kevin Croucher. St Andrews Wood, 
Dulford, Cullompton, Devon EX15 2DF. 
thornhayes-nursery.co.uk | 01884 266746 


9. DAISY CLOUGH NURSERY 
Daisy Clough Nurseries specialise in a huge 
variety of perennials and grasses grown 
on-site in Lancashire. Open seven days a 
week. Quality home-grown shrubs, bedding 
and vegetable plants always available. 
daisyclough.com | 01524793104 


2. PADDOCK PLANTS 


An eclectic range of perennials, grasses, 

ferns and shrubs for your garden, including 
some more unusual varieties or plants new to 
the UK market. All grown peat free with no 
harmful chemicals. 

paddockplants.co.uk | 023 8073 9912 


6. THORNCROFT 
CLEMATIS NURSERY 

With over 400 cultivars of clematis and 
other climbers, we grow high-quality plants, 
offer expert advice and an award-winning 
mail-order service. 
thorncroftclematis.co.uk | 01953 850407 


10. WEASDALE 
NURSERIES LTD 


Hardy plants from hardy beginnings 

at an elevation of 850ft above sea-level. 
Ask for a copy of our splendid 126-page 
catalogue today. 

weasdale.com | 015396 23246 


3. DUCHY OF 

CORNWALL NURSERY 
Offering a wide selection of plants from 
camellias and magnolias to perennials and 
house plants, along with an award-winning 
café. Located in the beautiful Fowey Valley. 
duchyofcornwallnursery.co.uk | 01208 872668 


7. TREE SHOP LTD 

Local suppliers of high-quality trees, hedges 
and shrubs. Silver birch, walnut, golden 
locust, and many more unusual trees and 
plants to choose from. No minimum order. 
Longhope, Gloucestershire GL17 0QD. 
tree-shop.co.uk | 01452 832100 


11. TREES DIRECT LTD 


Dontt forget Mother's Day, 26 March 2017. 
Year round trees and shrubs to give as gifts 
or plant and grow yourself. Buy one or buy 
in bulk. Delivered direct to your door. 


treesdirect.co.uk | 01584 878878 


4, SPRING REACH NURSERY 
VISIT SURREY’S FINEST NURSERY. We 
have the finest-quality, home-grown plants. 
Our fantastic range includes clematis, trees, 
hedging, fruit, shrubs, perennials, climbers 
and grasses, all backed by expert advice. 
springreachnursery.co.uk | 01483 284769 


8. TWELVE NUNNS 


Buy our winter-flowering “Harvington 
Hellebores’ now. Over 25 colours and forms 
to choose from. Plants are sent by post 
carefully packed and our top growing tips 
are enclosed. 


twelvenunns.co.uk | 01778 590455 


12. WOOTTENS PLANTS 
25 years’ experience growing high-quality 
herbaceous perennials, as well as preserving 
many rare plant collections. Mail order, 
design services and horticultural courses 
available. Spring Plant Fair Sunday 7 May. 
woottensplants.com | 01502 478 258 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Spring Inspiration 


Celebrate your garden in style this 


spring. From beautiful craftsmanship 


to handmade pots and practical 


accessories, we can help to make your 


spring garden special 


DU MAURIER 


WATCHES 

The Daphne Signature by Du 
Maurier Watches from British 
designer Ned du Maurier 
Browning, is a beautiful, Swiss- 
made timepiece, inspired by Ned’s 
grandmother, Daphne du Maurier. 
Paired here with an elegant blue 
strap, it is also available on gold, 
black, tan or pink straps. £440. 

Tel 01460 220720 

Web dumaurierwatches.com 


CHASE SM4 

SEAWEED PLUS FEED 
Chase SM4 Seaweed Plus Feed is a 
complete, organic plant food with 
calcium, iron, magnesium and 
trace elements, plus all the benefits chase 

of seaweed. The balanced fertiliser + Ss M 4 
content, blended from entirely : seniveed pis tall 
plant-based sources, makes this an Jee! copa Oe 
excellent all-round plant food. Use 
on vegetables, flowers and lawns. 


Tel 01932 878570 
Web organiccatalogue.com 


HUGE RANGE OF 
PLANT SUPPORTS 


We hope you have your Plant 
Supports ready, plants are 
emerging from the ground and 
before you know it they will need 
support. Get 10% off this month, 
use promotional code GISpring. 
Lovingly made in the English 
countryside. 


Tel 01584 781578 
Web plantsupports.co.uk 


THE GARDEN BOX 


Send a stunning plant ina 
fabulous pot in the post! 

The Garden Box specialises in 
sending superb plants in fabulous 
interior and exterior pots in our 
luxury gift boxes delivering across 
the UK. If you are looking for that 
extra special gift for all occasions 
The Garden Box ‘plants in the 
post’ is just the thing! What makes 
us exceptional is our in-season, 
in-bud plants, which are married 
up with our wonderful pots. These 
have been carefully selected to 
enhance and complement all types 
of interiors and exteriors, and are 
then delivered in our luxury gift 
boxes making sure your gift arrives 
in true style. Perfect for Mother's 
Day, engagements, weddings, new 
babies, new home, birthdays, get 
well and sympathy to name a few! 
Shopping with us is easy, just call 
or visit us online. 


Tel 07766 476515 
Web thegardenbox.co.uk 


STRULCH LIMITED 


The mineralised straw mulch 

for organic gardening with 

slug and snail deterrent. Light 
and easy to use, its neutral pH 
means it can be used anywhere 

in the garden. Excellent weed 
suppression and lasts for up to 
two years. Available in bulk (25 
or 50 x 150-litre bags) or 100-litre 
bags from our stockists. 


Tel 01943 863610 
Web strulch.co.uk 


GARDENATURE 


Hand-built bird box in western 
red cedar with an ultra-high- 
resolution camera system 
featuring audio and IR night 
vision. Ready assembled and 
simple to set up with easy 
instructions. Why not try a camera 
bird box from Gardenature to see 
the secret lives of birds building 
nests and raising their young. 


Tel 01255 514451 
Web gardenature.co.uk 


Marketplace 


To advertise email Max.Spalton@immediate.co.uk 


BAYLISS \} 


The Bayliss range of Autovents opens 


and closes greenhouse vents automa 
without the need for electricity by Usi 
the warmth of the sun. 


¢ BRITISH MADE 
e¢ GUARANTEED FOR 2 YEARS 
¢ CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


BAYLISS PRECISION 
COMPONENTS LTD 


BLINDS | CURTAINS | SHUTTERS | CARPETS 


HILLARYS 


Dept Gl, Airfield Ind. Est, 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire DE6 THA 


‘ 
Telephone or write for FREE BROCHURE cs 


01335 342 9817 Srnmvaytissautovents.co.uk 
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Luxury 8 person duplex ski apartment in Megeve 
www.lecerfdubois.com +44 7831 347222 


HARRIS DRYBOOT 

Home-study The gardener's choice 

* For leisure or for a career 

* Over 30 courses in Gardening, Garden Design, 
Arboriculture, Forestry, Floristry and more 

* Many courses prepare you for RHS or RFS/ABC quals. 


www.stonegreenoast.co.uk 


Delightful pet friendly holiday cottage on the Kent/Sussex 
border, between Rye and Tenterden 


Free info FREEPHONE 0800 083 9191 or 01409 220 777 
Or email: info@hccollege.co.uk www.hccollege.co.uk 
All purpose, all weather, 
all day cushioned comfort. 
The UK's favourite alternative 
to a wellington boot. 


GARDENS, 


RATED 


», 


www.thedrybootcompany.com 
An ideal base for visiting the beautiful and historic gardens 07974 977112 

of Kent and East Sussex. 
Email: stay@stonegreenoast.co.uk, Tel: +44(0) 1233 758254 i > 


Stone Green Oast, Stone in Oxney, Kent TN30 7JT | Freitaslaf net ltd \ 
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GREENHOUSES 


Top brand greenhouses at 
factory direct prices 


The C. ottace Above 


Bungalow, sleeps 4-6 set in 
an interesting garden, open 
to the public under the 
Scottish Garden Scheme. 
3 miles from Kirkcudbright, 


it is within easy reach Blythe Park, Cresswell, 


Stoke-On-Trent ST11 9RD 


0800 083 9631 


Historical bastide with sublime gardens 
near Cannes on the French Riviera 


of other interesting and 
beautiful gardens in the area. 


http://bastide-sainte-marie.com 


97557 339 430 


Instagram: abastideonthefrenchriviera 
Tel: +49 (0160) 44 70 468 
Email: bastidesaintemarie@gmail.com 


for FREE brochure pack 
www.greenhousepeople.co.uk 


SPING FLOWERING BULBS 
SINGLE SNOWDROPS £9 PER 100 


A Umaque eo Functional Addition SINGLE SNOWDROPS £70 PER 1,000 


DOUBLE SNOWDROPS £14 PER 100 


TO YOUR PROPERTY DOUBLE SNOWDROPS = £120 PER 1,000 
ENGLISH BLUEBELLS £14 PER 100 
CROCUS £9 PER 100 
ACONITES £8 PER 50 
MINIATURE DAFFODILS £8 PER 50 
MINIATURE TULIPS £8 PER 50 
DWAPF IRIS £7 PER 50 
SNOWFLAKES £10 PER 10 if 
5 4 : mac ex ( an excel new variety 
o Dit AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED yur ery in eC. for 2017 
™" P&P FREE www Giv canticnitccinett co.uk 
MAKE CHEQUES & 
at” —_ POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO 
ANGLIA BULBS, 
LORDS LANE, WISBECH, 
me Pet ps TOP QUALITY BULBS FOR SPRING FLOWERING 
| ALL BULBS TOP QUALITY 10 PLICATUS WARHAM FREE WITH EVERY £50 SPENT 
50 100 500 1000 


Galanthus Single Snowdrops £5) £9 £40 £70 
. - Galanthus Double Snowdrops £8.50 £15 £70 £125 
A timeless design Galanthus Elwesii Snowdrops £17 £28 
H H Aconite Aconite Hyemalis £8.50 £15 £70 £130 
built with modern Hyacynthoides Cultivated English Bluebells £7.50 £13 £60 £115 
technol ogy an d Galanthus ——Plicatus Warham £20 per 10 
b Snowflake Leucojum Vernum £20 per 10 
know-how using the Snowflake  Leucojum Aestivum £18 per 25 


Snowflake Leucojum Gravetye-Giant £20 per £25 


‘@ A 2k ) E N S Erythronium Pagoda £12 per 10 


finest craftsmanship 
and materials 


Cyclamen grown and sold in 9cm pots, £5.90 per 3 pots, £17.10 per 9 pots same variety 
Cyclamen Coum Mix Pink Coum Alba (White) Coum Silverleaf 

Cyclamen Hedrifolium pink Hedrifolium Alba (White) Hedrifolium Silverleaf 
Helleborus grown and sold in 9cm pots, £6.10 per 3 pots, £17.85 per 9 pots same variey 


RATED 


NIGER ORIENTALIS LADY SERIES. 
Port townsend Shepherd Huts Scilla Siberica White £4 per 50 £7 per 100 
Chiniodoxa _ Violet Beauty £4 per 50 £7 per 100 
=) T H U TS } Cc O M Muscari Armeniacum £4 per 50 £7 per 100 
Muscari Mount Hood £6 per 50 £11 per 100 
Pushkininia —_Libanotica £4 per 50 £7 per 100 
Narcissus Pheasants Eye £15 per 50 £28 per 100 
Narcissus Pseudo Narcissus Lobularis £15 per 50 £28 per 100 
Narcissus Baby Moon £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100 
Narcissus Hawera £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100 
Narcissus Tweety Bird £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100 
Narcissus Sun Disc £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100 
Narcissus Rip Van Winkle £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100 
Narcissus Little Gem £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100 
Narcissus New Baby £6.50 per 50 £12.50 per 100 
Narcissus Golden Bells £10 per 50 £19 per 100 
Convallaris —_Lily of the valley £7.50 per 3 pots 
Grown and sold in 9cm pots £4.05 per 3 pots £11.90 per 9 pots all same variety 
Echinacea Pururea Echinacea White Swan Echinacea Prairie Slendour 


Primula Vulgaris (Wild primrose) Primula Veris (Cowslip) Primula Elevator (Oxslip) 


All bulbs are flowering size including FREE ones 
Delivery is just £3.50 uk mainland only. Other destinations please telephone for price 
Cheque or card payments please with orders 
Eurobulbs UK Itd, 314 Smeeth Road, Marshland St James, Wisbech, Cambs PE14 8EP 
Tel: 01945 430009 Fax: 430303 Email: info@eurobulbs.co.uk 
VISA | ALL MAJOR DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED es 


To advertise 


ARTHUR JACK & C2 here call 


Traditional Georgian style steel 
planters, window boxes and butts 


Max Spalton on 
0117 300 8530 


_— 
= 
= 
—s 
— 
= 
= 
— 


Hand-crafted in England 
01299 827059 www.arthurjack.co.uk 


SKI, RACHEL WARNE, JASON INGRAM 


SIETSKE DE VRIES, DIANNA JAZWINS 


APRIL ISSUE 


* Spring planting ideas from a Dutch garden = 


* Getting the best from Primula sieboldii 
+ Arundel Castle’s tulip extravaganza 


+ The second in our series on designer 
Mary Keen’s Cotswold garden 


+ Design inspiration for garden steps 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see page 36. 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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the writer’s plot 


Passing through nature 


Frank reflects on the life of his friend, the plant hunter and owner of Cally 
Gardens Michael Wickenden, who died last year on a plant-hunting trip 


WORDS FRANK RONAN ILLUSTRATION CELIA HART 


ou would think that 
being a gardener 
would immunise you 


to the sting of death. Not so 
because, in nearly every case, 
a plant is replaceable; the 
death no more than a spur 
to a better attempt. It does 
nothing to prepare you for 
the loss of the irreplaceable. 
By that I mean a person, 
and the person I am 
thinking of was not merely 
irreplaceable in my small 
emotional world, but in the 
great world of plants, where 
there is no one to grow into 
the gap he has left. 

Nearly half a year ago the 
news reached us of the death 
of a friend who was, in many 
respects, the last of a species. 
Since then there have been 
obituaries and tributes from 
all over the horticultural world, 


but nothing yet has quite made it sink in that Michael Wickenden 
is no more. He was one of those unageing, vital creatures who we 
thought would still be running circles round us when we were all 

stilled in decrepitude. He was a coiled spring that it should have 


taken more than a human lifespan to unwind. 


He was a plant hunter. I never went on an expedition with 
him, but a mutual friend who did came back bruised and battered 
and slightly traumatised. There was no quarter given for illness or 
weakness and no terrain too difficult to cross, and definitely no 
turning back. I don’t know the exact details of how he died 


in Burma, but it is not hard to imagine that it might have 
been due in part to stubbornness. Perhaps it couldn't have 
been helped, but you couldn't imagine Michael cutting 
short an expedition at the first sign of infirmity. 

His trips were epic, and he invested a huge amount of 
himself in them. I only knew them from the comfortable 
end; when he would keep you up until 4am with wide- 
eyed tales and getting down of maps and books and 
making you mad with longing to see the Mountains of 
the Moon, or be chased by bears down the dry beds of 
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There was no quarter given for illness 
or weakness and no terrain too difficult to 
cross, and definitely no turning back 


Kamchatka rivers, or live 
among the gypsies in the 
Chilean Andes. And then 
you would have a bare 
three hours sleep before 
you heard him clattering 
downstairs looking for 
breakfast, after which he 
would reorganise your 
borders and your tool shed. 
He was quite a guest, if you 
could stand the pace. 

He didn’t drive, but it 
never stopped him going 
anywhere. I would take 
him to Hay-on-Wye and 
drop him off among the 
bookshops for the day 
(claiming work to be done, 
but actually just needing a 
nap), and then pick him up 
in the afternoon with 
a hoard of books. He 
had astonishing books, 
in quality and quantity, 


and had read them all. He was an autodidact of the first order, 

which is partly why his knowledge was so broad and deep; why his 

skill as a propagator was so enviable: his schoolmaster was a tyrant. 
But the rarest of his qualities are slightly harder to define. It 


was something that went with his face, which reminded you of a 
drawing of a twelfth century saint. He was a bit of a hermit, a bit 
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not of this world. The standby light on your computer would set 
him off on a rant about how much electricity was being wasted by 
all the standby lights across the world. He could say these things 


because he himself was incorruptible, as demonstrated 
by his stand against Plant Breeders’ Rights. Principle 
came before money, every time. 

It is possible that Cally, his nursery, will continue 
in some form; that someone will try to make something 
of his legacy, but I don’t envy them. His eye was more 
than extraordinary: it was unique as far as I know, 
certainly in conjunction with his terrifying energy. It is 
possible that there is someone out there who knew him 
and was inspired to be like him, but he was of a kind 
born not made, and now lost. 
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